As of: 15 Nov_ember 2016

A-3 Visa & SOFA Stamp

http://8tharmy.korea.army.mil/sja/legal-services/

Client Legal Services can review your A-3 Visa/SOFA Stamp application on a walk-in basis from 1400 ~ 1630 hours
before you visit a local Immigration Office, and the following information is provided regarding the process:

A-3 Visa: A Republic of Korea (ROK) issued Grant for Status of Sojourn is required for all USFK non-military SOFA status
personnel residing in the ROK. An A-3 Visa must be applied for at a ROK Immigration Bureau. Obtaining and maintaining
an A-3 Visa is an individual responsibility, separate from required SOFA Status Verification, and penalties (including fines
and confinement) may be imposed for failing to maintain an appropriate Visa during your stay in the ROK.

SOFA Stamp: To ensure that USFK non-military SOFA status personnel entering and sojourning in the ROK are exempt
from ROK laws and regulations concerning the registration and control of aliens, the ROK Immigration Bureau will verify
SOFA status and affix a SOFA Verification Seal in passports. USFK non-military SOFA status personnel obtain a SOFA
Verification Seal by presenting, or having a designated agent present, the appropriate documentation to the ROK
Immigration Bureau.

Checklist for Obtaining A-3 Visa and/or SOFA Stamp

Completed ROK Ministry of Justice Form 34
<« Blank form attached in on-line version of this handout (see left column attachment listing)

Original Valid passport. If you recently obtained a new passport, you must also present the cancelled passport
containing the valid A-3 Visa and SOFA Stamp previously issued by ROK Immigration.

Clear photocopy Passport Data Page
Clear photocopy Consular Report of Birth Abroad (if applying for a newborn)

Clear photocopy of Sponsor’s ID card — front and back both on same side of sheet (face on copy must be clearly
recognizable).

Clear photocopy of family member’s ID Card, age 10 and older (if family member applying) — front and back both
on same side of sheet (face on copy must be clearly recognizable).

One of the following Application Certification Memorandum (less than 30 calendar days old on appointment date):

Original Military Assignment Certification memorandum (for dependents of military personnel)
<« Sample completed format attached in on-line version of this handout (see left column attachment listing)

Original Civilian Employment Certification memorandum (for DoD civilian employees and their dependents)
Copy (regardless of date, but showing current DEROS date) USFK Form 700-19A-E & SOFA Letter of

Accreditation (for Invited Contractors and their dependents)

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR IMPORTANT INFORMATION


http://8tharmy.korea.army.mil/sja/legal-services/

To obtain an A-3 Visa and SOFA Stamp, you must present all required documentation in person to a ROK Immigration
Bureau, and below are recommended offices for Area Il personnel:

Seoul Immigration Office Sejongno

Seoul Immigration Office (Mokdong)

Suwon Immigration Office Osan

Branch
Phone: COM 1345
Hours: 0900 — 1800
Lunch Hours Closed: 1130-1230
Mon-Fri (closed KN holidays)
Location: Seoul Global Center
2d Floor
Vicinity Jonggak subway station

Phone: COM 1345
Hours: 0900 — 1800
Mon-Fri (closed KN holidays)
Location: Vicinity Omokgyo
subway station

Branch (Osan Airbase)
Phone: COM 1345
Hours: 0900 — 1300
Mon-Fri (closed KN holidays)
Location: Building 648
Osan Air Base AMC Terminal

A3 Visa & SOFA Stamp ONLY

<« Detailed subway directions to the Seoul Sejongno and Mokdong Immigration Offices are attached in on-line version
of this handout (see left column attachment listing)

The Area Il Army Community Services (ACS) office has free bus service to the Seoul Immigration Office (Mokdong) the
first Tuesday of each month. You can sign up by calling DSN 738-7505, COM 050-3338-7505, or visiting the ACS office.
<« See handout attached in on-line version of this handout (see left column attachment listing)

In obtaining an A-3 Visa and/or SOFA Stamp, it’s important that you understand the following:

e A-3Visas/SOFA Stamps are only issued for a maximum period of two (2) years.

The effective date of an A-3 Visa/SOFA Stamp is the date it is issued. If your scheduled departure from the ROK is more
than two (2) years from the date your A-3 Visa/SOFA Stamp was issued, you need to remember to reapply before the two

(2) year expiration date.

e A-3Visas/SOFA Stamps are only issued up to the earliest date of one of the following, not to exceed two (2) years:

- Expiration date on your passport

- Expiration date on your US Government identification card
- Expiration date on Sponsor’s US Government identification card

- DEROS date based on your official documentation/letter of employment

To maximize the length of your A-3 Visa/SOFA Stamp, it’s important to ensure that your ID card and passport (if
necessary) are renewed PRIOR to submitting your application so the expiration date(s) are at least up to or beyond your
scheduled departure date from the ROK. Although not required, documentation with earlier expiration dates will limit the
validity period of an A-3 Visa/SOFA Stamp.

e A-3 Visas/SOFA Stamps are only issued in the same valid passport used to enter Korea containing a ROK Immigration
Entry Stamp (with the following exceptions):
- Newborn infants with their first passport
- Newly acquired passport (upon presentation of a cancelled passport with valid A-3 Visa/SOFA Stamp)

If you have any other Korean visa issues such as family visitation or a work permit, you must go through the Immigration
Office having jurisdiction over your physical residence, and an online reservations is required. Reservations can be made
at: http://www.hikorea.go.kr/pt/main_en.pt

<« A handout with answers to additional frequently asked questions is attached in on-line version of this handout (see
left column attachment listing)

@ PLEASE STOP BY YOUR LEGAL OFFICE IF YOU NEED FURTHER ASSISTANCE @


http://www.hikorea.go.kr/pt/main_en.pt
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		Surname: 

		Given Names: 

		Male: Off

		Female: Off

		Year1: 

		Year2: 

		Year3: 

		Year4: 

		Month1: 

		Month2: 

		Day1: 

		Day2: 

		Nationality: 

		Passport Number: 

		Passport Issue Date: 

		Passport Expiration Date: 

		Address in Korea: 

		Telephone Number: 

		Cell Phone Number: 

		Address in Home Country: 

		Home Telephone Number: 

		Current Workplace: 

		Workplace Telephone Number: 

		Intended Period of Reentry: [                    ]

		E-Mail: 

		Date of Application: 






Sample “Military Assignment Certification Memorandum” for dependents of servicemembers

All dates
T e UNIT/COMPANY LETTERHEAD Commercial phone
th|S format_ UNIT ADDRESS number MUST be
COMMERCIAL PHONE NUMBER listed as part of the
\‘ unit letterhead.
April 1, 2010
NOTE: This document
must be an original
MEMORANDUM FOR KOREAN IMMIGRATION signed document with
no markeq changes of
SUBJECT: Verification of Assignment Sy B (L2 -
out, pen/ink changes)

1. This letter verifies the assignment of:

a. Name: John Robert Doe Must list military organization
of assignment. DO NOT list

Staff Section or Directorate.

b. Rank/Grade: SGT/E5

c. Social Security Number: 000-00-0000

d. Unit of Organization: HHC, EUSA D e

arrival date in Korea.

e. Date of Arrival: January 1, 2010 —1

f. DEROS: December 31, 2011

2. These dependents are residing in country with sponsor:

NAME RELATIONSHIP DATE OF BIRTH
Doe, Jane Wife July 14, 1983
Doe, Patrick Son May 5, 2004

Doe, Alice Daughter October 8, 2006

All name must be
listed identical to SIGNATURE BLOCK

passport.

Commander,
First Sergeant
or Supervisor.
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Directions to Sejongno Immigration Office From Subway Stop
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Directions to Mokdong Immigration Office Subway Stop
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Directions to Mokdong Immigration Office from Subway Stop
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Common Questions
Regarding
A-3 Visas/SOFA Stamps

The following questions and answers are provided to assist you in understanding the A-3
Visa/SOFA Stamp process:

Who is required to get an A-3 Visa and SOFA Stamp?

e Dependent family members (except Korean citizens) accompanying active duty service
members assigned to Korea.

e Department of Defense civilian employees assigned to Korea.

e Dependent family members (except Korean citizens) accompanying Department of Defense
civilian employees assigned to Korea.

e Invited Contractors assigned to Korea.

e Dependent family members (except Korean citizens) accompanying Invited Contractors
assigned to Korea.

Who is not required to get an A-3 Visa and SOFA Stamp?

Active duty service members.

Korean citizen dependent family members.

Department of Defense civilian employees who are visiting Korea for not more than 30 days.
Invited Contractors who are visiting Korea for not more than 30 days.

Dependent family members who are visiting Korea for not more than 30 days.

Do | need an A-3 Visa prior to coming to Korea?

e If you are a US citizen, you do not need an A-3 Visa prior to coming to Korea.

e If you are a third-country national, and a citizen of a country that signed a Visa Waiver
Agreement with the Republic of Korea, you do not need an A-3 Visa prior to coming to
Korea.

e If you are a third-country national, and a citizen of a country that did not sign a Visa Waiver
Agreement with the Republic of Korea, you do not need an A-3 Visa prior to coming to
Korea, but then must obtain a Tourist Visa prior to coming to Korea.

Do | need a SOFA Stamp prior to coming to Korea?
e You cannot obtain a SOFA Stamp prior to coming to Korea.

Can | apply for an A-3 Visa prior to coming to Korea?

e If you are command sponsored, you may apply for an A-3 Visa prior to coming to Korea.

e If you are non-command sponsored, you may not apply for an A-3 Visa prior to coming to
Korea.

How do | apply for an A-3 Visa prior to coming to Korea?
e You must apply for an A-3 Visa through a Military Passport Agent at your current installation.

My passport was stamped by Korean Immigration when | arrived at the airport. Do | still need

to get an A-3 Visa and SOFA Stamp?

e Korean Immigration does not issue an A-3 Visa or SOFA Stamp when you arrive at the
airport, but rather only provide an entry stamp in your passport documenting your entry into
Korea. You must still apply for an A-3 Visa and/or SOFA Stamp after your arrival in Korea.





| already received an A-3 Visa before coming to Korea. Do I still need to get a SOFA Stamp?
e Yes, you must apply for and receive a SOFA Stamp in addition to having an A-3 Visa.

How long do | have after arriving in Korea to obtain an A-3 Visa and/or SOFA Stamp?
e You must have both a valid A-3 Visa and SOFA Stamp within 30 days of arriving in Korea.

How do | apply for an A-3 Visa and/or SOFA Stamp after arriving in Korea?

e The same forms and procedures apply to both an A-3 Visa and/or SOFA Stamp.

e The forms and instructions for applying for an A-3 Visa and/or SOFA Stamp are available on
our website at http://8tharmy.korea.army.mil/sja/leqal-services/

e Depending on your location in Korea, your nearest Legal office or Army Community Services
office may be able to assist you with the process, otherwise, you will need to apply directly
at a local Korean Immigration Office.

How long is an A-3 Visa and SOFA Stamp valid for?

e If you apply for and received an A-3 Visa through a Korean Consulate prior to coming to
Korea, it is normally valid for five (5) years.

e If you apply for and received an A-3 Visa and/or SOFA Stamp through Korean Immigration
after arriving in Korea, they will be valid for a maximum period of two (2) years, but not
beyond the earlier of: 1) the sponsor’s DEROS date, 2) the expiration date of the passport, 3)
the expiration date of the dependent’s military ID card (for dependents age 10 and older), or
4) the expiration date of the sponsor’s military ID card.

| have both an Official Passport and Tourist Passport. Can | apply for an A-3 Visa and/or

SOFA Stamp in both passports, and if not, which passport do | apply for?
e You can only be issued one valid A-3 Visa and/or SOFA Stamp, and therefore then can only

be issued in the same passport containing your entry stamp from Korean Immigration when
you arrived at the airport.

| applied for an Official Passport and A-3 Visa before coming to Korea, but it didn’t arrive in

time, and | traveled to Korea with my Tourist Passport. |just received my Official Passport

forwarded to me here in Korea, and I’m still within the 90-day period to apply for a SOFA

Stamp. Which passport do | apply for?

e You must apply for both an A-3 Visa and SOFA Stamp and submit both passports with your
application. Your A-3 Visa and SOFA Stamp will be issued in the passport used to enter
Korea, and the A-3 Visa in the other passport will be cancelled.

How can | get my A-3 Visa and SOFA Stamp transferred from my Tourist Passport to my

Official Passport?

e You can transfer your A-3 Visa and SOFA Stamp to your Official Passport only upon the
expiration of your Tourist Passport.

e You can take both your Tourist Passport and Official Passport with you the next time you
depart Korea, showing only your Tourist Passport (containing your A-3 Visa and SOFA
Stamp) upon your departure. Upon your return to Korea, show only your Official Passport,
and you will then have 90 days to apply for a new A-3 Visa and SOFA Stamp. Upon
application, submit both passports, and the A-3 Visa and SOFA Stamp in the Tourist

Passport will be cancelled.

I’'ve been in Korea more than 30 days, and | forgot to get my A-3 Visa and/or SOFA Stamp.

What do | do?
e You need to immediately apply for an A-3 Visa and/or SOFA Stamp through a Korean

Immigration Office.





| got an A-3 Visa and SOFA Stamp when | arrived in Korea, but | just noticed that they expired.

What do | do?
e You need to immediately apply for renewal of an A-3 Visa and/or SOFA Stamp through a

Korean Immigration Office.

How soon before the expiration of an A-3 Visa and SOFA Stamp can | renew them?

e If the passport containing the A-3 Visa/SOFA Stamp is still valid, you must be within 30 days
of the expiration date of the A-3 Visa and/or SOFA Stamp to renew them.

e If the passport containing the A-3 Visa/SOFA Stamp was replaced, you can renew your A-3
Visa/SOFA Stamp immediately upon receipt of the new passport. However, you must

present both passports with your application.

How much is the fine for not having a current A-3 Visa and/or SOFA Stamp?

e The amounts can vary depending on the seriousness of the violation. Although we routinely
encounter individuals who are in violation of Korean immigration laws and referred them to
the Korean Immigration Office, we’ve received some feedback from individuals whose fines
were waived, we have yet to receive any feedback suggesting that anyone has been required

to pay afine.

What does a Korean Immigration Entry Stamp look like?

e Entry Stamps issued by Korean Immigration upon arriving in Korea are shown below. They
are maroon pre-inking stamps, reflecting the date admitted into Korea, along with either an
expiration “until” date, or will identify the visas status (if visa has been issued).
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Note the “Untll” date reflects “A3”, which is
used when an A-3 Visa has been previously

issued in the passport.

Note the “Until” date, which is 90 days from
the entry date, and which is used when no
visa has been previously issued in the
passport.

What does a Korean A-3 Visa look like?
e An A-3 Visaissued by a Korean Consulate before arriving in Korea is shown below. Itis a

single full page visa sticker, valid for up to five (5) years, and has “A-3” annotated on it.
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e An A-3 Visaissued by Korean Immigration after arriving in Korea is shown below. It
consists of two green stickers, a “Grant for Status of Sojourn” and a “Re-Entry Permit”, has

an “A3”and/ or “@7” annotated on it, and is issued along with a SOFA Stamp.

HEIIARN
GRANT FOR STATUS OF SOJOURN
Name(00B3) [
NO:  SU-BF-11-003189
The bearer of this passport hastbéen

granted the status of sojourn asg’é?

Date of issue 2011.07.12
Period of sojourn DLFH\U \1 DblON

Chief, Seoul Immlgratlon Office

Note the “Period of Sojourn” is “During
Mission”, and therefore does not require
renewal. This stamp is only issued once,
and is valid as long as you are assighed
here in support of the mission.

What does a SOFA Stamp look like?

Me =38 It
RE-ENTRY PERMIT

nemeDCR) [N

NO:  SU-BD-11-001064 Status: BF

Good for  Multiple re—entry into the
Republic of Korea until 2012.MAY.01.
Date of Issue 2011.JUL.12.

Chief, Seou! Immigration Office
e

Note the ‘Untll” date reflects an endlng date
This sticker is reissued along with a SOFA
Stamp upon reapplication for an A-3 Visa
and SOFA Stamp.

e A SOFA Stamp issued by Korean Immigration after arriving in Korea is shown below. Itis a
rubber blue ink stamp issued for a period up to two (2) years

)
SU
s‘

Note the “I.D. Card” date reflects an ending date. This stamp is reissued along with a Re-
Entry Permit upon reapplication for an A-3 Visa and SOFA Stamp.
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The A-3 Visa application (MOJ Form 34) asks for an address in Korea, and your instructions

ask for a physical address in Korea, but | just arrived and am currently staying in the Dragon

Hill Lodge. What address do | enter on the application?

e Your current physical address at the time you are applying for an A-3 Visa and/or SOFA
Stamp would be: Dragon Hill Lodge, Room ###, Yongsan-gu, Seoul, Korea 04386.

I’'m currently at the airport departing Korea, and after having my passport reviewed by the
Korean Immigration Officer, | discovered that my A-3 Visa and SOFA Stamp were expired.

What do | do?

e Do not get upset or engage in a hostile conversation. Stay calm, and keep your
conversation with the Korean Immigration Officer in a polite and respectful manner.
Depending on how long your A-3 Visa/SOFA Stamp has been expired, and the manner in
which you present yourself, they may just let you through with a warning, or direct you to
the Immigration Office inside the terminal to correct the situation. Worse case, you may
have to postpone your travel until you satisfactorily comply with their requirements.






A3 VISNA/ SOFA Stamp
Bus Service

Every 1 Wednesday of the Month

Departs 08:15 AM at Yongsan A(S Building
For Suwon Immigration Oifice (OSAN AFB Branch)

Ensure you have all the proper documents prior to going to the Immigration Office
Application and Document checklist can be iound at:

hitp://8iharmy.korea.army.mil/sja/legal-services/
Under the “Visa/SOFA Stamp Services” Tab

Call DSN 738-7505 / (1IV 050-3338-7505 or stop by ACS (Bldg 4106) to sign-up




http://8tharmy.korea.army.mil/sja/legal-services/



