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            October 7, 2004
The race goes on for 8th Army MP

Strides for Casey continue to raise money for Michigan family


Last year, 8th U.S. Army service-members contributed a significant amount of financial and emotional support for a Michigan family trying to raise money to treat their 12-year old daughter, Casey Lin Foote.

Casey, who was diagnosed with both brain and bone cancer in 2001, had undergone numerous surgeries and chemotherapy in the battle for her life—a battle she lost on November 22, 2003. 

Yet for a Lansing, Mich. Reserve military policewoman and her nurse jogging partner, the struggle is not over yet.

“I want to thank those who supported us in raising more than $9,000 dollars last year and ask for their support in raising the rest of Strides For Casey's commitment to the Foote Family,” said Maj. Kelly Grumelot, 8th U.S. Army CONUS.

Grumelot and Beth Ann Simmons, founders of the Strides for Casey, created the non-profit organization to ensure Casey received her treatments.

The joggers understand that their mission is still vitally important to the Foote family, a family that faces more than $100,000 in medical bills, even though they have lost their daughter.

“Help us reach our goal of $12,000 this racing season,” Grumelot said. “Casey has finished her race but ours is still going. I am looking for pledges for the steps I will be running in the Chicago Marathon on October 10, 2004,” Grumelot said. “My sister Heidi will be joining me in this endeavor.” 

The average runner takes 1,500 steps per mile and 39,300 steps in a single marathon. Sponsors pledge a dollar for however many steps the sponsor chooses in an effort to help subsidize the Foote family’s hardships.  

“Every step counts. Please join in the race and help myself and Beth Ann take another step closer to the finish for the Foote family,” Grumelot said. Please let me know how much you want to pledge or go ahead and give a gift of whatever you can find in your heart.  I still have T-shirts for those who want them. You too can be part of Casey's Crew.”
Upon hearing of the Foote family’s plight, the 8th U.S Army chief of staff reached out to the generosity of 8th U.S Army service members. 


"Eighth Army has a lot of interest in supporting this run to help raise money for a family who lost a tremendous little girl,” said Col. William Ivey, 8th Army's chief of staff. “They have suffered so much already." 

Ivey said he encourages every soldier to help.


"I strongly encourage anybody who wants to help out to pledge one dollar per mile, or whatever the case may be, to help a very worthy cause," he said. "I think it is a great opportunity for Eighth Army here in Korea to reach back to the U.S. community through the 8th Army CONUS."

People desiring to help Casey can contact Grumelot at grumelok@michigan.gov or send a check to:
Casey Lin Foote Medical Fund,

206 Maria Dr., Lansing, MI 48917

Attention Strides For Casey, Kelly E. Grumelot.
For additional information visit our Web Sites at

www.korea.army.mil
