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             May 27, 2004
MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY 

AMBASSADOR ASSIMACOPOULOS, YOUR EXCELLENCIES, HONORABLE MR. JENNINGS, DISTINGUISHED GENERAL AND FLAG OFFICERS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. GOOD MORNING AND WELCOME.

I WOULD LIKE TO SAY A SPECIAL THANKS TO THE JOINT AND COMBINED SERVICE MEMBERS STANDING BEFORE US, AND THE 8TH ARMY BAND, DIRECTED BY CW3 CAMPBELL.  CPT BRADY, AS ALWAYS YOU AND YOUR TROOPS LOOK GREAT.  LET’S GIVE THESE FINE SERVICEMEMBERS A WELL DESERVED ROUND OF APPLAUSE.

THANK YOU FOR JOINING ME TODAY TO COMMEMORATE MEMORIAL DAY AND TO HONOR THE BRAVE SOLDIERS, SAILORS, AIRMEN AND MARINES WHO MADE THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE IN DEFENSE OF OUR NATION, OUR CONSTITUTION, AND OUR FREE AND DEMOCRATIC WAY OF LIFE.

THE CUSTOM OF FORMALLY HONORING OUR FALLEN COMRADES HAS ITS ROOTS IN THE TRAGIC LOSS OF 218,000 AMERICANS DURING OUR CIVIL WAR.  FIRST CELEBRATED IN WATERLOO, NEW YORK, MAY 5TH 1866, IT WAS ORIGINALLY KNOWN AS DECORATION DAY. IT WAS CREATED AS A TIME TO HONOR THE SERVICE AND SACRIFICE OF WAR VETERANS BY DECORATING THEIR GRAVES WITH FLAGS, RIBBONS AND FLOWERS.     

IN 1882, OUR NATION OBSERVED ITS FIRST OFFICIAL MEMORIAL DAY, AND SINCE THEN, WE PAUSE TO REMEMBER AND HONOR THE SACRIFICES OF THOSE WHO DIED IN ALL OUR NATION'S WARS.

PEACE HAS A PRICE AND SOMETIMES THAT PRICE CAN BE VERY HIGH. NEARLY ONE MILLION TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND AMERICANS HAVE FALLEN IN BATTLE DURING THE 228-YEAR HISTORY OF OUR NATION.  FROM THE 218,000 OF THE CIVIL WAR TO THE 407.000 OF WORLD WAR TWO TO THE 33,000 WHO DIED IN THE KOREAN WAR TO THOSE WHO HAVE MORE RECENTLY FALLEN IN SOUTHWEST ASIA – CLEARLY PEACE IS COSTLY.

OUR TRADITION IS TO HONOR EACH AND EVERY MAN AND WOMAN – THE GREAT AND THE SMALL, THE CELEBRATED, AND THE LITTLE KNOWN, EACH AS A PATRIOT AND EACH AS A HERO.  EACH PERSON WHO DIED DURING THOSE CONFLICTS WAS A LOVED ONE, CHERISHED BY THEIR FAMILY AND MISSED BY THEIR FRIENDS. EACH WAS A LOSS STRONGLY FELT BY THEIR COMMUNITY AND THEIR NATION.

THE MOST BITTER PRICE ANY COUNTRY CAN PAY FOR ITS FREEDOMS IS THE LOSS OF ITS CITIZENS’ LIVES.  THOSE WHO DIE IN BATTLE DESERVE THEIR SPECIAL HONOR.  THESE SOLDIERS, SAILORS, AIRMEN AND MARINES KNEW IN THEIR HEART THAT THEY MIGHT BE CALLED ON TO GIVE THEIR UTMOST…THE ULTIMATE SCARIFICE. STILL, THEY PLACED THEMSELVES IN HARM’S WAY BECAUSE OF AN INESCAPABLE CONVICTION THAT THERE ARE SIMPLY SOME THINGS WORTH DYING FOR.

THESE MAGNIFICENT MEN AND WOMEN CHERISHED FREEDOM AND WILLINGLY STOOD IN THE BREACH FACING DICTATORS, DESPOTS, TYRANTS, AND TERRORISTS BOLDLY STATING: 

“THIS WE’LL DEFEND!” (US ARMY)

“SEMPER FIDELIS” (US MARINES)
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