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   September 22, 2003

NCO, Soldier and KATUSA of the Year

Story and photo by Pvt. Daniel J. Love

YONGSAN -- Eighth U.S. Army announced its noncommissioned officer, soldier and KATUSA soldier of the year in a ceremony Sept. 3 at the Dragon Hill Lodge here. 
Sgt. James Engel, Spc. Jesse Whaley, and Sgt. Jo Sung-whan received awards after the peninsula-wide competition, which recognizes achievements in duty performance, leadership, basic military knowledge, and basic warfighting skills

“(The winners) are reflective of the quality of people we have in our ranks,” said Lt. Gen. Charles C. Campbell, 8th U.S. Army commander. “We can all take pride in the achievements recognized today.”

The three winners each received numerous prizes, such as trips and savings bonds. 

“The prizes are great, but it’s just more important to say I went all the way to the top,” said Sgt. Engel, a medic with the 168th Medical Battalion at Camp Henry.

Engel and Whaley flew back to the United States Sept. 11. to compete in the Army's soldier and NCO of the year competitions in Washington, D.C., Sept. 13 to 19.

Whaley is a field artillery fire direction specialist with Battery A, 1st Battalion, 15th Field Artillery, at Camp Casey.

“You can’t be a good soldier just once in a while for these boards,” said Whaley. “You have to look your best day in and day out — pressed uniform and shiny boots. You need to look and perform at 100 percent.”

Jo is an orderly room clerk with the 168th Medical Battalion. He received 10 days of free leave and a trip to Cheju Island.

To get as far as they have, the three soldiers competed in preliminary boards at unit, battalion, brigade, and division levels. At each board, the soldiers were required to have a current physical training test, rifle qualification and common task training. Senior NCOs tested them on their appearance and basic military knowledge.

This is the second year for Army-level soldier of the year and NCO of the year competitions. The first, which took place last year, started when Sgt. Maj. of the Army Jack L. Tilley obtained approval not long after taking office in June 2000.
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