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8th Army tightens old ties with High School

Story by Sgt. Lisa R. Jendry 

Photo by Pvt. Daniel J. Love

During the Korean War, retired Maj. Gen. Joseph P. Cleland, commander of the 40th Infantry Division stationed at Syungan-Ri, Kapyuong, noticed that refugees were being instructed in tent classrooms.

Cleland took the initiative to raise funds for the construction of a school building of 10 classrooms to replace the tents by providing heavy machines, cement, lumber, glass and other needed materials.

Now, more than 50 years later, Kapyuong Comprehensive High School is large and modern with 820 students and 24 classes, including one for disabled students, and a massive courtyard.

The school was originally named Kapyuong Kaiser Middle School in honor of Sgt. 1st Class Kenneth Kaiser, the first among soldiers of the 40th Inf. Div. to be killed during the Korean War.  A monument called the “Tower of Hope” stands on the school grounds in commemoration of Kaiser and Cleland.

In 1954, the school was renamed Kapyuong Kaiser High School and later, in 1972, Kapyuong Middle and High School.

The school published the first issue of its magazine, “Tower of Hope,” in 1978, and it is still published today.

A year later, the school obtained its current name and was divided into a middle and high school.

Since it’s opening, members of the U.S. Army and 40th Infantry Division have contributed numerous gifts to the school as well as donations of scholarship money.  They make time to visit the school’s staff and students, many of which have never seen a soldier in person.

“For thirty years I’ve been helping the school and 8th Army keep together as a translator and diplomat,” said retired ROK Col. Kim, Hong-bay, senior officer of the 8th U.S. Army KATUSA program.  “I just hope that the relationship between 8th Army and Gapyong continues and improves.”


Col. Lawrence E. Dudney, senior Army National Guard advisor for 8th U.S. Army and USFK, said that the school is a symbol of the strong ROK/U.S. alliance that has been maintained since the Korean War.

“The students at Kapyeong High School … some will be the future leaders of the Republic of Korea,” said Dudney, “and I think it’s important that they know the history of their school and why it was built.”


“I want the people who are wearing the uniform to know what contributions were made back during the Korean War,” he added.  “I also want the citizens of the Republic of Korea to know what sacrifices we made, and what humanitarian efforts were rendered by us -- those are some of the things people don’t know and we need to tell the story.”  
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