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Korean civic group, U.S. soldiers tour DMZ together

By David McNally

Area I Public Affairs Office
PANMUNJOM, South Korea — A small group from the Uijeongbu Chapter of People to People International organization and soldiers from U.S. Army Garrison, Camp Red Cloud, toured the Demilitarized Zone together Oct. 28.

As the group started its journey from Camp Red Cloud to the Joint Security Area, Lt. Col. Brian Vines, garrison commander, reviewed the history of the Korean War with them. He told the group why the United States and the Republic of Korea maintain a strong alliance.

“I encourage each of you to remember what happened on the peninsula during the Korean War,” Vines said. “When you look out into North Korea, you will see the reason we are here.”

At Camp Bonifas the group joined a Seoul USO tour group. Altogether, more than 100 people went to the Peace Village in Panmunjom. Soldiers from the United Nations Command Security Battalion provided security and acted as tour guides. They impressed the visitors with a skilled narrative on the history and background of the situation on the peninsula, and the mission of their organization.

“It really highlights the relationship between the United States and the Republic of Korea,” said Choi Kyu-hyung, a PTP director. “When I see Panmunjom, it makes me think of unification. To me, there is a lot of symbolism in this visit.”

People to People International is a volunteer private sector, not-for-profit organization.  Former President Dwight D. Eisenhower founded the group in the United States in 1956. Since then, the group has promoted international understanding through direct people-to-people contacts worldwide.

“Our chapter was founded 32 years ago,” said Yun Chang-hyun, Uijeongbu PTP president. “We are involved in projects like sponsoring orphanages and retirement homes. We also are active with Army Community Services.”

The Uijeongbu PTP sponsors a special welcome lunch for every soldier, airman and civilian who attends the monthly Army Community Services newcomer’s orientation.

Seven PTP directors, their wives, and the president of the Uijeongbu chapter went on the trip. For most of the Koreans, it was their first time to see the Demilitarized Zone.

“Our lives today in Korea, the freedoms we enjoy, we owe to the United States, and the United Nations,” Yun said. “This tour showed us how the U.S. and Korean soldiers are taking care of the nation.”

Yun said he and his directors will share their experiences with the 100 members of their chapter at their monthly PTP meetings. 

For the Camp Red Cloud soldiers, the tour provided an insight to the high-security lifestyle of the troops stationed on the DMZ.

“The soldiers here are very professional,” said 1st Sgt. Douglas Smothers, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Area I. “Just being here gave me the opportunity to see the differences between North and South Korea. I did not know we were this close,” he said with a smile.

Besides the visit to Panmunjom, the members of the tour group visited a tunnel 300 meters under the DMZ. Four tunnels dug by the North Koreans were detected in the 1970s. 

Later the group traveled to Observation Post Dora to look out into the DMZ one last time before departing for Camp Red Cloud.

“The tour was very educational,” Smothers said. “It was more than I expected.”
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Cutlines:
(U.S. Army Photo by David McNally)

  Photo 1
Lt. Col. Brian Vines, U.S. Army Garrison, Camp Red Cloud commander (left), and Capt. Kelly Miller, commander of Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Area I, listen to a briefing in a United Nations building in Panmunjom Oct. 28.

Photo 2

Sgt. Maj. Park Yong-kil, U.S. Army Garrison, Camp Red Cloud (left), Choi Kyu-hyung, a Uijeongbu chapter People to People director, and 1st Sgt. Douglas Smothers, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Area I, listen to a briefing while looking out into North Korea Oct. 28.

Photo 3

Pfc. Kyle Nelson, United Nations Command Security Battalion, Joint Security Area, briefs visitors about the Panmunjom Peace Village. The Military Line of Demarcation runs through the light blue buildings.
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