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Two-time All-Army bowler takes 8th Army championships

Story, photo by Galen Putnam

Area IV Public Affairs Office

CAMP WALKER, South Korea —Two-time All-Army bowler Casey Collins from Area IV rolled to the men’s title and Waykisha Wright from Area III took the women’s title at the 8th Army Bowling Championships held at the Camp Walker Bowling Center Oct. 14-17.

In the men’s division Collins scored 4,879 total pins, averaging 232 per game to take top honors. Second place went to Steven Allen of Area II who toppled 4,527 total pins for an average of 216. Lawrence Byrnes of Area I took third place with 4,496 pins averaging 214. 

In the women’s bracket Wright totaled 3,680 pins for an average of 175 to claim first place. Janidine Fegurgur from Area I took second place with 3,198 pins and an average of 152. Coming in third was Jessica Martinez, Area IV, with 3,153 pins and a 150 average. Fourth place went to Shelly Trahan of Area I with 2,842 pins and a 135 average.

Rounding out the top six finishers for the men were John Breytspraak from Area I who took fourth place with 4,421 pins and a 211 average. Bill Hengsteler, also from Area I, took fifth place with 4,316 pins and an average of 206. The sixth place finisher was Robert Johnson from Area IV who knocked down 4,314 pins, averaging 205.

A total of 24 bowlers, including four women, competed for the men’s and women’s individual titles. Bowlers rolled a total of 21 games over three days of competition. 

“I probably could have done a little better, but I’m happy with the result,” said Collins, who hopes to make the All-Army team for the third year in a row. “The All-Army camp and all-service tournament are in Las Vegas this January and I want to be a part of it.”

Having a bowler of Collins’ stature in the tournament made it tough for the competition.

“We all knew coming in this was going to be a battle for second place,” said Allen, who took second place and also hopes to compete on the All-Army team. “It is pretty tough to make the cut, but with all of the deployments going on there is a better chance of making it.”

The championships, originally slated for Yongsan Garrison, were diverted to Camp Walker after the Yongsan Bowling Center was badly damaged following heavy rains in August.

“Everything was run real well,” Allen said. “It went great, especially since it was switched down here so suddenly. They (the staff) really performed well.”
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CUTLINE

Bowling Champs #1:
Robert Johnson, Area IV, rolls a few practice frames during the 8th Army Bowling Championships held Oct. 14-17at the Camp Walker Bowling Center. Johnson placed sixth in the competition.
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