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CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea – Fifty-six soldiers from across Korea graduated Oct. 31 from the weeklong Noncommissioned Officer Risk Management and Safety Training conducted here.


The course, taught by three instructors from the U.S. Army Safety Center at Fort Rucker, Ala.,  trains soldiers in current safety requirements and risk management procedures. 


They also learn to look at their work environment with “safety eyes.”


“These soldiers will return to their units with a solid knowledge of civilian and military occupational safety requirements and the ability to identify workplace hazards,” said George K. Greenauer, a U.S. Army Safety Center safety and occupational health manager for risk management integration. “They will be able to implement a unit safety program and to advise their commander on safety issues.”


The course is based on the five-step risk management process: identify hazards, assess hazards, develop controls and make decisions, implement controls and supervise and evaluate. It includes all aspects of the Army safety program, said Greenauer, including accident causation; reporting and investigation; vehicle and tactical operations; prevention programs such as hearing conservation, personal protective equipment, hazardous material handling, fire prevention and blood-borne pathogens; private vehicle and motorcycle safety; and off-duty safety. 



There was also a practical exercise in which the students visited a motor pool to identify hazards, then presented an “after-action” briefing to the entire class.



Greenauer, Master Sgt. Robert Lewis and Master Sgt. Paul Gilbert are one of three teams from the U.S. Army Safety Center that conduct risk management classes throughout the United States and overseas.


Students said they learned a lot.


“We learned about aspects of safety we often take for granted,” said Staff Sgt. Jeffery Matthews, one of the NCOs attending the course. “I’m learning how to identify mistakes so that I can point them out when I go back to my unit.” 


Matthews is a petroleum supply specialist assigned to the 348th Quartermaster Company, part of the 194th Maintenance Battalion at Camp Humphreys. 


“It’s a great course,” said Command Sgt. Maj. Daniel Creed of the 17th Aviation Brigade at Yongsan. “We’re finding out exactly what to look for when it comes to safety and risk management.”


Creed said he could have put a lot of this information to use earlier in his 28 years in the Army.


Greenauer said the U.S. Army Safety Center conducts the classes at no cost to the unit. 

He said about 65 percent of the soldiers who attend the class will become unit safety NCOs when they return to the units.


“The idea is to ‘seed’ units with soldiers who can serve as safety NCOs and teach other soldiers about safety,” said Greenauer.


The safety center Web site at http://safety.army.mil offers online training and many other safety, health and risk management resources. The goal of the center is to bridge the gap between lack of experience and safety knowledge.


The team also is scheduled to teach the course Nov. 3-7 at Camp Casey
-30-
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Photo1: The U.S. Army Safety Center’s Master Sgt. Paul A. Gilbert gives soldiers instructions before they inspect a motor pool during the NCO Risk Management and Safety Training Course at Camp Humphreys.
Photo2: Staff Sgt. Jeffery Matthews checks a safety bulletin board at a Camp Humphreys motor pool during the NCO Risk Management and Safety Training Course. 
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