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Reach Out and Read: That’s what some Camp Humphreys soldiers are doing

By Steve Davis

Area III Public Affairs Office


CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea – Every Tuesday, volunteers from the 527th Military Intelligence Battalion meet at the walk-through gate here to embark on a cross-cultural adventure at the Pyongtaek City Library.

They are part of the unit's ongoing "Reach Out and Read" program started this summer. The program, sponsored by the library, is in its second three-month session. Its goal: to teach reading in English to Korean children at the Pyongtaek Library. About 20 Korea third- to sixth-graders take part in each class.

In addition to Spc. Jennifer Bair, the soldiers on Oct. 21 also included Sgt. Joni Ringler, Spcs. David Shelton, Brad Fatuesi and Melinda Iketau, and Pfc. Tiffany G. Rogers McConnaughy. They were joined at the library by Yi Yu-kyong, a 501st Military Intelligence Brigade Korean teacher who volunteered to translate for “Reach Out and Read” and program advisor Sgt. 1st Class Park Hyok-K.

Why do they do it?

Most said they just wanted to do something positive for the Korean community. Iketau, though, was a bit more specific.

“They're just so smart and adorable,” she said.

Especially when they play “Simon Says” or other games after reading practice.
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Photo1: Spc. Jennifer Bair writes the words to a song on the white board at the Pyongtaek City Library. Bair and other 527th Military Intelligence Battalion soldiers are members of their unit “Reach Out and Read” program.tc "Spc. Jennifer Bair writes the words to a song on the white board at the Pyongtaek City Library. Bair and other 527th Military Intelligence Battalion soldiers are members of their unit “Reach Out and Read” program."
Photo2: Korean students practice reading with soldiers from the 527th Military Intelligence Battalion Oct. 21 at the Pyongtaek City Library.tc "Korean students practice reading with soldiers from the 527th Military Intelligence Battalion Oct. 21 at the Pyongtaek City Library."
Photo3: Korean children play “Simon Says” with soldiers who volunteered to teach English at the Pyeongtak City Library. The program teaches English skills the fun way: through reading, singing and playing games.tc "Korean children play “Simon Says” with soldiers who volunteered to teach English at the Pyeongtak City Library. The program teaches English skills the fun way\: through reading, singing and playing games."
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