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ROK/US signal units conduct officer professional development

By 2nd Lt. Erika Pernell

YONGSAN GARRISON, Republic of Korea (October 6, 2003)—In the heat of the late summer, near Camp Walker, more than forty officers and senior noncommissioned officers of the 36th Signal Battalion, 1st Signal Brigade joined their sister unit, 62nd Signal Battalion, Republic of Korea Army (ROKA) in a unique opportunity to participate in an historical officer professional development (OPD) and hike up Apsan mountain, Taegu back in early September.

36th Signal Battalion operates and maintains Army strategic defense communications systems, base communications and information systems from the Demilitarized Zone to the southern ports of Chinhae and Pusan, in support of all forces on the peninsula.  Their sister unit, the 62nd Signal Battalion, operates and maintains communications for the 2nd ROKA Headquarters, also based in Taegu.

The two signal units toured the War Memorial Museum of the Naktong River Battle.  The small museum, built in 1979, commemorates the soldiers and civilians who died in the Naktong River Battle, during the Korean War.

“I felt the tour was extremely interesting, for I got to see and talk about the battle with my fellow Korea and U.S. soldiers,” said 2nd Lt. Walter De La Vega, 169th Signal Company operations officer.”

Following the trip to the museum, the team trekked the steep slopes of Apsan Mountain, which is about a 10-minute walk from the backside of Camp Walker, at the southern end of Taegu.  The hike was intended to promote esprit de corps as well as physical fitness. 

“The trail was considered to be one of the tougher ones, especially as the team continued to hike further,” Vega said.  “The hike was an enjoyable nature walk that encouraged everyone to socialize and have fun.”  

Once the team reached the summit, everyone took in the beautiful vista of Taegu to the north of the mountain range.  Some hikers remarked “that as challenging as the short trip was, it would be much more difficult with full battle gear, and must have been grueling for the soldiers who fought on these hills during the Korean War.  

Afterwards, the team rode the cable car from the top back to Apsan Park.

The day’s events finished with a cookout of hamburgers and hot dogs, and a social gathering in the courtyard of Camp Walker’s bachelor officers’ quarters.  

The ROK 62nd Signal Battalion commander, Lt. Col. Cho, Jae Won, commended the soldiers of the 36th Signal Battalion for their invitation.  
-more-

“I hope to keep the partnership alive and invite 36th Signal Battalion to our place next time,” Cho said.

According to Lt. Col. Michele Bolinger, 36th Signal Battalion commander, the event provided an insight to Korean culture, while promoting physical fitness, unit cohesiveness and esprit de corps.

The 36th Signal Battalion and the 62nd ROKA Signal Battalion held a commemorative partnership celebration back in June 2003.  The partnership was established to strengthen and unify the bond and friendship with Korean counterparts.  

In the future, the two units look forward to conducting operations and exercises together, and to continuing the partnership and camaraderie that were forged during this momentous occasion.  
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1st Signal Brigade Courtesy Photo
Photo1: Lt. Col. Michele Bolinger, 36th Signal Battalion looks on while Lt. Col. Cho, 62nd Signal Battalion, Republic of Korea Army, speaks about working together.

Photo2: Command Sgt. Major Garry Tull, 36th Signal Battalion (far right), poses with two of his Korean counterparts at the summit of Apsan mountain.

Photo3: The group of Korean and American officers and senior NCOs pose in front of the Naktong River Battle Museum.
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