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    November 18, 2003

Top NCOs take to the streets of Itaewon 
Story and photos by Daniel J. Love
The sergeants major and first sergeants of Yongsan Army Garrison were given a tour of Itaewon led by Command Sgt. Maj. Troy J. Welch, 8th U.S. Army command sergeant major, and two Army military police investigators Nov. 14.


Welch expressed interest in increasing the amount of Soldiers conducting security patrols in Itaewon weekend nights, and said the Soldiers’ leaders should get a firsthand view of why the patrols require more Soldiers.


“We did this to show the sergeants major and the first sergeants where their Soldiers hang out,” said Welch. “Some of them haven’t seen it. You can’t have a good appreciation for the uniqueness of Itaewon without going down there and taking a look at it.”


The sergeants major toured Itaewon’s main street, as well as its winding network of alleyways. They were given time to look inside the bars and clubs in order to see what the servicemembers were doing on a Friday evening. The group was touring from 11 p.m. to well after midnight.


“I wanted to show why my drive is to increase the courtesy patrols in Itaewon and make them understand that the small numbers we have out there have no way of covering all the nooks, crannies, and alleyways of Itaewon,” said Welch. “I think with what we saw tonight they’ll have a better appreciation as to why we want to increase the courtesy patrols.”


Welch said courtesy patrols are put in place to keep soldiers safe and help Soldiers get home if they are intoxicated. Courtesy patrols are currently made up of 10 or less soldiers in uniform patrolling the streets.


“We have 96 bars in the Itaewon district and we only have a six to eight man patrol looking after the Soldiers,” said James H. Price, a military investigator who guided the tour. “They make their rounds but they can only go so many places in the time they’re down there.”


Thirty-three Itaewon establishments are off-limits to servicemembers. While Yongsan’s top NCOs didn’t tour those establishments, they met many Soldiers on the street and in the establishments servicemembers are allowed to patronize. 


“We saw a lot of Soldiers who were surprised to see us tonight,” said Welch. “To me that’s a clear indicator that maybe we’re not down here enough.”
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