MP Soldiers Hone Battle Skills Through Live Fire Exercise
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Despite the rain that slapped their faces, the 57th MP Company soldiers were not hindered from spending 12 days honing their combat skills, while training on their wartime mission at Angang Range.  They conducted a live fire exercise April 21st through May 1st in order to test their ability to fight tonight.

As they prepared for battle in weather conditions few others could bear, the MPs improved several of their basic battle skills such as communication during a wartime situation, coordination of movement between teams and calling for a MEDEVAC helicopter to lift a mock casualty from the battlefield.

In preparation for the exercise, Capt. Nile L. Clifton, 57th MP Co. commander, set up a sand table which depicted a graphical representation of the terrain the soldiers would maneuver on during the exercise.  This sand table provided the soldiers an idea of the mission and terrain that lay ahead.

The platoon leaders gave the operations order brief to their squad leaders who in turn briefed their team leaders.  Each team leader then gave a mission brief to their soldiers.  Afterward, the platoon leaders and platoon sergeants conducted pre-combat inspections to ensure that all the soldiers had their equipment.

“The main focus of this training was for the soldiers to learn, comprehend and put to use the technical and tactical skills necessary to be successful in combat,” said Capt. Nile L. Clifton, 57th MP Co. commander.
The training was a mock battle drill in which the military police soldiers were inserted by air from a CH-47 Chinook helicopter to perform a deliberate attack on an enemy cache point in order to eliminate the enemy’s threat in the area.  Since it is the duty of MP soldiers to guard the rear area, the MP soldiers were tasked with keeping the supply routes open and eliminating enemy special operations forces trying to disrupt the rear area. 

They began by setting up an objective rally point in a camouflaged area while some of the soldiers conducted a recon of the support by fire position and, once placed a recon of the objective. When the objective was observed and it was determined that nothing had changed from their initial mission brief, the squad leader, team leaders and remaining soldiers moved tactically to the assault position.  

They initiated the attack with fire from the support team as the assault force charged the enemy, one team at a time. The teams took the offensive as one laid covering fire while the other maneuvered toward the enemy’s position engaging targets with their different weapons as they advanced.  The soldiers made use of the M16/M4 with the M68 sites, M203, M249 and the AT4.

During the training, the military police soldiers were successful in directly hitting their target with the live AT-4 11 out of 12 times, thereby proving the accuracy of the weapon and the skill of the soldiers.

Despite the many challenges, the 57th MP soldiers were highly motivated and stayed focused on the mission and tasks at hand.

“Communication on the battlefield was a minor challenge faced by the soldiers during the exercise,” said Sgt. 1st Class Michael Doggett, first platoon sergeant.  “However, the squad leaders were able to combat this challenge by setting-up alternate means of communication with their soldiers.  They made use of the arm and hand signals, whistles and smoke canisters.”

SFC Doggett’s goal was to put his soldiers in a realistic combat situation and physically challenge them to their absolute limitation and then surpass those limitations, he said.

Pvt. Park C. J. found the training a chance to learn more about leadership and taking initiatives.  “Sometimes, I couldn’t hear the commands given by my leader.  So, I had to use my hand and arm signals to communicate.” he said. Park, a gunner with the 2nd platoon, has only been with the 57th MP Co. for one month.

“It was tough,” said Park.  “Running through the woods with all the heavy equipment is a new experience for me.  But it’s only helping me build my skills for a real wartime situation,” he added.
This was a very realistic mission for the 57th MP Company because it replicated a possible wartime situation. 

While the 8th MP Bde. remains committed to protecting the force, they must also ensure that they are ready to conduct their wartime mission.

“Our live fire exercise program provides a tiered approach to help accomplish our mission,” said Col. Peter M. Champagne, commander, 8th MP Bde.  “It is a giant step in helping the transformation as a brigade toward our wartime operation. We have begun to focus on more war-fighting training,” he added. 
Champagne also added that the company leadership did an absolutely flawless job preparing their unit for one of the best live fire exercises he ever witnessed.  “The commander did an outstanding job orchestrating all of the support and activity into a kick-ass training event,” he said.
During this exercise, the soldiers did not only improve their tactical skills, they were also able to build team cohesion.

“It was obvious that this exercise unified the soldiers,” said Clifton.  “Team building and confidence in their leadership and confidence in the array of weapons and weapon systems were major things that the soldiers took away from the exercise.”

Since he took command of the 8th Military Police Brigade, Champagne has focused on accomplishing five priorities: Physical Fitness and mental toughness, live fire exercises, maintenance, leader and soldier development, and quality of life. 

Champagne tells all new soldiers during the newcomer’s briefing that he’s determined to train them harder than they’ve ever been trained before.  This live fire exercise is proof positive that he is making good on his promise to focus the brigade on its priorities. 

The 8th Security Forces Squadron along with the 50th ROK Division assisted with making this exercise successful by providing mortar support during the training.  The 17th Aviation Brigade also assisted with adding realism to the training by providing air support for the 57th MP Co. soldiers. 

This was also the first time in the Brigade that both a day and a night dismounted live fire exercises were conducted. The soldiers used the same scenario used during the day. The soldiers were aided in their movements through the woods and through the attack lane by the use of PVS-7b, PAC-4cs on their M4/M16 weapons and the PVS-4 on their M-249 machine guns. The soldiers of the 57th MP Co. executed the lane just as well at night as they did during the day but learned that their movements and communication abilities were degraded due to the lack of depth-perception from the night vision devices.   

“The exercise definitely increased my confidence and combat skills,” said Park.

According to Doggett, this training proves the soldiers’ ability to move as a member of a fire team and to react to contact when engaged by the enemy.  They learned the ability to maneuver as a squad and were also able to practice removing a mock-casualty through a helicopter evacuation.

"I’m very excited that I get the opportunity to actually fire these different kinds of weapons,” said Park.  “The exercise definitely increased my confidence and combat skills.  This is an opportunity some soldiers wish they had.” 
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0005: Members of the 57th MP Company await the arrival of the CH-47 Chinook helicopter as they prepare to move out during the recently conducted live fire exercise April 21 through May1.

0020:  An assault team of the 57th MP Company stop at the objective rally point to contemplate on their next move before setting out to the assault position

0024: Two MP soldiers crawl up the hill to conduct a recon of the objective

0026:  A 57th MP Company soldier in the support by fire position loads her M249 squad automatic weapon

0030: 557th MP Company soldiers on the assault line

0038: Members of the 57th MP Company rush toward an enemy position

0045:  A 57th MP Company team leader yells out instructions to his team members.

0048:  A medic assists a wounded soldier on the simulated battlefield

0053: Despite the live rounds and the noise during the live fire exercise, one of the team leaders grabs his radio and communicate with other soldiers.

0067:  Members of the 57th MP Company board the CH-47 Chinook helicopter in order to conduct their mission

0073:  Platoon leaders and sergeants conduct a mission brief at the sand table layout.
