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Cavalry soldiers successful during gunnery exercise

            Story by Pfc. Nicole Robus

CAMP RED CLOUD, Republic of Korea –  Soldiers from 4th Squadron, 7th Cavalry Regiment worked together to make their semi-annual gunnery exercise a success at the Rodriguez Range Live Fire Complex, Korean Training Center. 

The gunnery combines cavalry, armor, artillery and aviation maneuvers, said Lt. Col. William Hill, 4th Sqdn., 7th Cav. Regt., commander. 

“We work and train together to deter war through training and reconnaissance operations,” added Hill.

“Our mission is to find the enemy and make the initial contact. To do that we have M1A1 Abrams tanks, M3 Cavalry Fighting Vehicles and OH-58D Kiowa Warrior helicopters working together,” said Hill.

It isn’t just the cavalry soldiers out here that make this gunnery a reality it is the soldiers that support and work with the cavalry. 

A team of 16 soldiers make up the Fire Support Element, which advises the maneuver commander on fire support missions and coordinates and synchronizes those missions. These 16 soldiers are attached to 4th Sqrn., 7th Cav. Regt., from Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, Division Artillery, said Cpt. Marcus Welch, 4th Sqdn., 7th Cav. Regt., Fire Support Element officer.

“Out here we get the opportunity to integrate live artillery and mortar fire with maneuver,” said Welch. 

“We also get the chance to practice our skills as well as get a better picture of the combined arms fight,” added Welch.

Soldiers receive the most realistic training that can be executed in a safe manner. This is one of the only places you will train where you someday may have to fight, said Welch.

Welch calls for fire so the Abrams tanks can move out under cover. A few seconds later artillery fire explodes on a hilltop in front of the tanks. The tanks roll of the range.

This training isn’t just about the integration of equipment though, it is also about the integration of the KATUSA and U.S. soldiers.

“Working with KATUSAs is a different experience for me an experience I enjoy,” said Pvt. Gilbert Gonzales, A Troop, 4th Sqdn., 7th Cav. Regt., Abrams loader. 

 “They help out a lot. Sometimes they see a different way to do things or know a different technique and that comes in handy,” added Gonzales.

Cpl. Yang, Ho also like working with the U.S. soldiers.

“When I first got to the unit, I didn’t know anything about the being an M1A1 Abrams loader the job I was going to do for the next 26 months,” said Yang, A Troop, 4th Sqdn., 7th Cav. Regt. 

“Working with the U.S. soldiers and coming out to the gunnery exercises have taught me a lot about my job and now that I know my job I love it,” added Yang.

“The most exciting thing about my job is when I load a round into the gun tube and hear the boom of the round exploding down range knowing that was my round,” added Yang. 

The soldiers out here enjoy the field. It gives the opportunity to train on their wartime mission, said Hill.

“It is this type of training over the past 50 years that has built the reputation that the 2nd Infantry Division is ready to fight tonight. Our training is a deterrent against North Korean aggression,” said Hill.
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