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 Warpath provides realistic training

 Story by Spc. Ian Boudreau
CAMP RED CLOUD, Republic of Korea –  The 2nd Infantry Division faced off against a fictitious enemy within the network of computers and communication lines weaving through a matrix of tents and camouflage netting set up at Camp Casey. Over two hundred personnel swarmed the area, making sure that the Division command post exercise ran smoothly and that the essentials of life were available for everyone involved.

Warpath III, a “train-up” for the upcoming Warfighter exercise beginning May 8, ran from April 21-26, and was spread out over several 2nd Inf. Div. camps, including Camps Casey and Mobile.

The focus of the exercise was to manage a large-scale war against an enemy called “Redland.” Air Force Senior Airman Steven Parr of the 604th Air Support Operations Squadron said that his section’s responsibility was to provide Close Air Support to the units on the computerized battlefield.

“We’re given a certain number of sorties to fly, and we have to assign them to priority targets,” Parr said. “You don’t want to waste a precision-guided munitions on five guys walking around in the woods.”

Units call in targets to the 604th ASOS and the Division Fire Support Element, who divide the targets between their assets based on accessibility and priority, Parr said.

“Being here in the division, we’re looking at the bigger picture,” he said. 

Targets are often assigned down to brigade and battalion size elements, added Parr.

CAS is provided by aviation assets such as bombers and primarily focuses on targets out of the reach of artillery, said Parr.

“Close Air Support is defined by close proximity to friendly units,” Parr said. “(We target) anything a friendly force can see.”

“Our role is to coordinate fires for the Division,” said Sgt. 1st Class Larry Bibbo, Headquarters Battery, Division Artillery Headquarters, Fire Support noncommissioned officer. “It’s basically to get the most bang for our buck.”

“We facilitate clearfires throughout the area of operations between various agencies including the Air Force and Army,” Bibbo said. 

With FSE’s guidance, targets are wiped out with the right assets – A-10 bombers or Paladin self-propelled artillery pieces and Multiple-Launch Rocket Systems.

“Our primary targets are stationary mechanized units, enemy fire support, grounded enemy aviation, enemy radar and missile launch sites,” Bibbo said.

“It’s dependent upon the high-payoff target list, which supports the commander’s intent on how to take down the enemy.”

Even though the exercise’s focus was the computerized ground war against “Redland,” personnel involved in Warpath III needed more than simulated close air support to get through the week at Camp Casey. The Red Cross Station at Camp Casey received a delivery of 25 cases of Girl Scout cookies from Girl Scout and Brownie troops in Michigan. Some of the cookies made it up to the division main command post for personnel in the field to enjoy.

While most of the casualties at Warpath III occurred on the hard drives of computers running the battle simulation, the Aid Station run by the soldiers of the 2nd Inf. Div.’s Headquarters, Headquarters Company Treatment Team had a steady flow of visitors throughout the week, said Staff Sgt. Willie Vereen, the team’s NCO in charge.

The Aid Station tent was located near the Life Support Area, where soldiers involved in Warpath III slept and ate when not working in the DMAIN. The station was staffed around the clock throughout the exercise.

“We provide acute minor care,” Vereen said. “If somebody breaks a bone, we can splint it. If someone stops breathing, we can perform CPR.”

This was the first time the Treatment Team had done patient care on-site. In the past, medics at an exercise site would stabilize a patient and move them to the nearest Troop Medical Center. At Warpath III, the medics treated minor ailments and have soldiers back on duty in short order. The most common complaints at Warpath III were colds, fevers and dehydration, Vereen said.

“We also do preventative medicine,” Vereen said. The team would ensure the water buffalo was full and that soldiers had adequate hand-washing facilities around the Commanding General’s Mess.

Warpath III presented an opportunity not only to test the 2nd Infantry Division’s battlefield capability, but also for soldiers to train in an environment where their skills – from battle tracking to applying field dressings – would be tested in a war-time atmosphere. 

Thanks to Warpath III, the Division will be prepared for the real test of Warfighter this month.
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