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SMA visits soldiers on the Korean peninsula

By: Spc. Lynnette M. Jefferson

YONGSAN GARRISON, Republic of Korea – The Sergeant Major of the Army visited Korea Sunday through Thursday to listen to the concerns of soldiers.


Sgt. Maj. of the Army Jack L. Tilley traveled throughout the peninsula. He visited soldiers at Camp Casey, Camp Eagle, Camp Long and Yongsan Garrison. Tilley conducted physical training with soldiers, visited units, and had breakfast and lunch talk sessions. 

Tilley was available for a live radio call-in show on Eagle 102.7. This show gave soldiers who did not meet Tilley the opportunity to address any concerns or issues they might have with the Sergeant Major of the Army.


“I think it’s a great idea.  Here is another way for me to find issues that soldiers have,” he said.  


“The purpose of my visit is always to check on soldiers, see how they are doing, and see what kind of issues soldiers have within Korea. It’s a way for me to go out and get information,” said Tilley.


Some of the issues and concerns were stop loss, stop movement, pay issues, quality of life and the size of command sponsorship, says Tilley.


As for the quality of life for soldiers here in Korea, Tilley says the living conditions for soldiers are continuing to improve.

“There’s a program in place right now in Korea to try to improve the living conditions of soldiers that are over here,” he said. 

One example, Tilley gave was Camp Casey. “I was here in (Korea) in 1987. In fact, I was up at Camp Casey. The living conditions at Camp Casey are certainly improving,” Tilley said. “Every year I come over here, they continue to improve. So, they have come a long way.”

When asked why some soldiers do not always consider Korea an overseas assignment of choice, Tilley says that it has a lot to do with soldiers not knowing much about Korea prior to coming here.
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“One is that they have never been here and they are still thinking about the 60s and 70s versus the 90s and 2000s. They really don’t understand what is going on in Korea,” said Tilley. “But, they are trying to do different things: better marketing, pay, anything they can to motivate people to come here and stay in Korea.”

Despite the hesitation that some soldiers experience when finding they are assigned to the Republic of Korea, Tilley says many attitudes change once they get here.

“I talked to people that were hesitant about coming here, but once they get here, they loved it. The Korean people are really very nice,” Tilley said. “You also have a lot of people who do extend here. They come for one year and stay for two years or even longer.”

Tilley also spoke about the Korean Augmentation To the United States Army program. “I think it’s a great idea,” he said. “It is nice to see the KATUSAs are just as motivated as the United States Army. I think they do a great job and I am glad they are working with us. We’re partners.”

The last thing that Tilley stressed during his visit to Korea was safety. “I want you  

to make sure that you are safety conscious in the military,” he said. “Be safety conscious.”

As Sergeant Major of the Army, Tilley spends the majority of his time traveling and talking to soldiers and their families, as well as observing training.  He is involved in a wide variety of councils and boards that make decisions affecting enlisted soldiers.
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