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              May 5, 2003
Finance EXEVAL tests wartime readiness

By: Spc. Lynnette M. Jefferson

The 177th Finance Battalion left their desks and headed out to the field at Camp Casey, May 1 through 4 to test its wartime mission.

Soldiers set-up tents and began to do their mission, ensuring soldiers were paid and that pay problems were resolved. 

“We are training and testing to make sure we can do our wartime mission,” said Lt. Col. Wayne Stevens, battalion commander, 177th Finance Battalion. “We want to make sure that we can do the same missions and functions that we do in the garrison, can be accomplished in the field environment.”

Stevens said that while out in the field, finance soldiers were also deployed to Camp Red Cloud, Stanley and Howes. “If soldiers have pay issues, we can bring up their pay account right here on the spot. The bottom line is that there will be a resolution to the pay issue,” he said. “We also send out teams to inprocess soldiers.”

In addition, Stevens said that this exercise is not just about accomplishing their finance mission out in the field, but about strengthening soldier skills as well. “You have to be able to do base defense and force protection. We go through NBC training.”

Pfc. Shawn F. Zerafa, cashier, 177th Finance Battalion, said he likes the idea of going to the field. “I think it is going well, so far. There are always difficulties that you do not experience in the office,” he said. “But, we overcome them as a team. Our main mission is to ensure excellent finance service to 2nd Infantry Division.”

Korean Augmentee to the U.S. Army (KATUSA) Cpl. Chang, Hyuk, cashier, 177th Finance Battalion said that the exercise is going well. “It is great that we go and to the field and make sure that we can still solve soldier’s pay problems.” 

Spc. Ravion T. Kodasett, finance specialist, 177th Finance Battalion provides check-cashing services to soldiers out in the field. “This exercise has been great for us to go out in the field and test transitioning from the office to here,” said Kodasett. “We also get to do all of the soldier skills that we have been doing during sergeant’s time.”


Kodasett says that the exercise has gone well. “I know that it is important for soldiers to have their pay right,” she said. “If soldiers are worry free, that will help them to do a better job.”


For Sgt. Anglade Jeanfrancois, military pay in processing NCOIC, Bravo Detachment, the exercise is about building confidence. 

“It builds confidence in the soldiers by simulating our wartime mission. We need to ensure that we can deploy to a battle zone and complete our daily business,” Jeanfrancois said. 

Jeanfrancois said the transition from office to field went smooth.

“Everyone is doing well. Soldiers came out here and quickly set-up. They have been conducting base operations defense and finance missions,” he said. “In addition, we have been doing NBC training. We had enemy contact. It’s great. I think it is good training for the soldiers. Everyone is so motivated.”
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