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2002 Combined Unconventional Warfare Task Force Doctrine Conference

By Maj. Clay C. Janssen

 SEOUL, Republic of Korea -- The first Combined Unconventional Warfare Task Force Doctrine Conference was held 10-12 July at Yongsan Garrison, Republic of Korea.

Participants included representatives from each service that conducts special operations in the U.S. Department of Defense (Navy SEALs, Army SF, and Air Force Special Operators). On the ROK side, the principal conference audience consisted of Special Warfare SCUBA and HALO (High Opening Low Altitude) instructors and doctrine developers.

This conference was planned and executed by U.S. Special Forces Detachment- Korea which is a liaison element assigned to ROK Special Warfare Command in the Seongnam area.

The conference objectives were to present and exchange Special Operations Forces doctrinal issues between ROK and U.S. participants. Additionally, the conference provided a forum for ROK and U.S. SOF to improve doctrinal concepts that support the United Nations Command/Combined Forces Command OPLAN. SFD-K and members of ROK Special Warfare Training Group began planning the Conference during February 2002. The location for the conference was the Joint U.S. Military Advisory Group-Korea conference room.

 Brig. Gen. Ronald Mangum, commander Special Operations Command - Korea and Brigadier General Go Chang Bu, commanding general, ROK Special Warfare Training Group, gave opening remarks to the 30 plus participants on day one.

Steve Houde from the Joint Personnel Recovery Agency gave a presentation on how the U.S. Department of Defense is organized and equipped to conduct the important mission of personnel recovery.

The Republic of Korea military is making significant inroads in improving its capability to conduct PR and combat search and rescue. Houde’s presentation was very valuable in enhancing this effort. 
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 Following the PR brief was Command Sgt. Maj. Phillip Popp’s presentation on how U.S. Army Special Forces selects and trains SF soldiers at the John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Center and School at Fort Bragg, NC.

ROK Special Forces mission and training mirrors U.S. Special Forces in many ways. Therefore, it was extremely worthwhile for the Koreans to see how the U.S. Special Forces qualification course is evolving to meet the needs of a fluid world environment. Popp’s presentation generated significant discussion.

 Day two of the conference included presentations on Survival, Evasion, Resistance, and Escape training, maritime and HALO/HAHO infiltration techniques from both the U.S. and ROK points of view. Chief Warrant Officer 3 Ed Swift and Master Sgt. Chuck Lynn from Fort Bragg’s Doctrine and Training Division were able to tailor their presentations to the Korean Theater of Operations. Since the Republic of Korea is a peninsula, maritime infiltration was a key discussion topic during the three-day conference.

 On Friday, the CUWTF Doctrine Conference wrapped up with presentations on the Special Operations Command and Control Element, AC-130 Spectre Gunship, and SOF lessons learned during Operation Enduring Freedom.

Overall, the conference was a huge success. Special Operators on both the ROK and U.S. side learned a lot about each other’s tactics, techniques, and procedures and how to employ these TTP in an unconventional warfare environment. 
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