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SECOND INFANTRY DIVISION CHANGE OF COMMAND ANNOUNCED

By Capt. Curtis Roberts

CAMP RED CLOUD, Republic of Korea -- Formally marking the end of one era and a transition in divisional leadership, the 2nd Infantry Division will hold a change of command ceremony at Camp Casey, Dongduchon. 

A new era of leadership begins 19 July when Maj. Gen. John R. Wood takes charge of the 2nd Inf. Div., the largest tactical command in United States Forces Korea.   Wood comes directly to the division and Korea from service as the Director of Strategy, Plans and Operations, Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff, G-3 at the Pentagon in Arlington, Va.  Wood replaces Maj. Gen. Russel L. Honoré; he and his wife Beverly will be moving to Norfolk, Va. where he will become the Director, Homeland Security, U.S. Joint Forces Command.

Attending the ceremony will be Gen. Leon LaPorte, United Nations Command, Combined Forces Command and United States Forces Korea, commander-in-chief, Lt. Gen. Daniel R. Zanini, Eighth United States Army, commanding general, and a host of ROK military and government officials and civic leaders.

Honoré's tenure of command has been a time of change for the 2nd Inf. Div.   

During the past two years, the most forward deployed division in the U.S. Army became a stronger, more modern component of the Republic of Korea-United States alliance:  the activation of the 6th Battalion, 37th Field Artillery added the range and power of an additional Multiple Launch Rocket System battalion to the division's already substantial counter-fire assets.; and the replacement of the AH-64 Apache with the AH-64D Apache Longbow gave the division the most modern and lethal attack helicopter in the world.  These additions, force modernization initiatives, and the fielding of modern communications and intelligence collection equipment made the division more capable of defending freedom on "Freedom's Frontier" than ever before.
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The division's training and maintenance programs of the past two years also improved its readiness to stand side-by-side with the ROK Army to deter and, if necessary, defend against aggression.   The division conducted more than 20 major Army Readiness Training Evaluation Program exercises each year, annual joint and combined 

exercises, and continuous marksmanship, gunnery and live fire training.  Rigid insistence on accountability for maintenance standards within the division improved the division's operational readiness rate for equipment.  Today, the 2nd Inf. Div. has some of the best maintained equipment in the Army.  The division is truly ready to shoot, move and communicate at a moment's notice.

Believing the health and welfare of the over 18,000 U.S. and Korean soldiers and civilians that serve in and support the 2nd Inf. Div. was one of his most important responsibilities, Honoré sought to improve their quality of life throughout his command.  New, modern, state-of-the-art mess halls, barracks, gymnasiums, motor pools and offices to eat, live, exercise, conduct maintenance and work in were constructed to replace numerous aging facilities, some over 40 years old, on many of the division's 17 installations.  Monthly Pay Day Battle Drills implemented to rapidly assist soldiers with pay problems became a model for the rest of the Army to emulate.


Other quality of life initiatives included creating a greater availability and variety of higher education options for soldiers and increased command emphasis on and support for soldiers setting and pursuing higher education goals.  From the time soldiers arrive for in processing into the division, they are actively encourage soldiers to "get out and see and experience Korea."  And almost weekly events like Operation "Good Cheer" were institutionalized and publicized to ensure soldiers knew they had plenty of options for structured recreation on and off Warrior Country installations.


Honoré encouraged numerous visits to Warrior Country by congressional delegations and Department of the Army executives to show them what and where quality of life deficiencies existed.  Because of those visits, the division will continue to see numerous QOL proposals become reality over the next few years. 


The People-To-People program, U.S.-Korean Friendship Council and other venues continued to be a large part in maintaining communication and understanding between the division and civic leaders and business people from local communities.

However, understanding the 2nd Inf. Div. is part of an alliance and also a neighbor with the communities the division resides and trains in, Honoré sought to strengthen that partnership.  

With annual events like Warrior Olympics, October Fest, Spring Fest, and U.S.-KATUSA Friendship Week, installations were opened to local citizens to join the 2nd Inf. Div. in these and other celebrations.
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Assisting those less fortunate, always a vital part of the division's good neighbor philosophy, was exemplified by numerous acts of volunteer work in local communities by 2nd Inf. Div. soldiers.   Many 2nd Inf. Div. units sponsor orphanages and schools in the local communities; during the past two years, soldiers of these units have built playgrounds, entertained the children during holidays and special events, and raised money to buy needed equipment for orphanages and schools.  


Every April, hundreds of volunteers from 2nd Inf. Div. units help plant trees on Arbor Day.  And in July and August 2001, thousands of soldiers volunteered their time and energy to help construct housing as part of a Habitat for Humanity project north of Munsan.  


It is often said that the mark of a true friend is someone you can ask for help in a time of great need.  If this is so, then the 2nd Inf. Div. was a true friend of Dongduchon in 2001.  

In May and June, during the height of one of the worst droughts on the Korean Peninsula in 100 years, the water wells of Dongduchon City began drying up.  Ready to help when asked, the division delivered emergency shipments of water and provided Reverse Osmosis Potable Water Units to alleviate Dongduchon City's water shortage.  


Two additional programs spearheaded in the division under Honoré's direction were the 2nd Infantry Division's 50th Anniversary of the Korean War Commemorations and the Recognition of Heroes of the Republic of Korea.  


Under the 50th AKWC program, the division brought thousands of U.S. veterans with the families and friends back to Korea.  For many of the veterans, it was the first time they had returned to Korea since their service during the Korean War.  The majority of U.S. veterans came back to Korea primarily to pay homage to fallen comrades and remember the past as they visited old battlefields.  


During their visits, they were also able to spend time with ROK Army and ROK Marine Corps veterans at ceremonies where current U.S. and Korean soldiers of the 2nd Inf. Div., the ROK Army and dignitaries from many nations honored their service and sacrifice 50 years ago. 

What all of the U.S. veterans along with their families and friends took back to America with them was their respect and love for the people and the land of Korea.  They took back to America a story of how the people of Korea in only fifty years had transformed their country from a war-ravaged nation to one of the most prosperous, free, democratic, and beautiful nations in the world.  


The Recognition of Heroes of the Republic of Korea, begun this year, is a program to dedicate special facilities on 2nd Inf. Div. installations in recognition of the outstanding contributions and sacrifices made in the name of freedom by soldiers and 
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leaders of the Republic of Korea.  The purpose of the program is to remind U.S. and Korean soldiers in the division that great Korean soldiers played a critical role in keeping the ROK free and to remind them of that history.


The first such dedication was conducted on Camp Casey in April; there, a room in the Close Combat Tactical Trainer facility where soldiers will learn valuable lessons that could mean the difference between victory and defeat, and life and death in combat was named "The General Paik, Sun Yup Hero Room."   Gen. (Ret.) Paik, Sun Yup, now 81 years old but with the energy of men much younger, honored the 2nd Inf. Div. by attending and speaking at the dedication.


 The second such dedication was conducted on Camp Red Cloud in May when the 2nd Infantry Division's archives of historical documents and photos was named the Governor Kim, Dong Suk Hero Room.  The archives are a storehouse of knowledge and history where soldiers and guests can learn more about the Korean War and the 2nd Inf. Div.  Governor (Ret.) Kim, Dong Suk, who to this day can not speak about some of the operations he took part in and directed, also honored the 2nd Inf. Div. by attending and speaking at the dedication.


Visiting ROK Army generals were so impressed by the ceremonies and value of the Recognition of Heroes of the Republic of Korea program that the Ministry of National Defense has directed the ROK Army to begin a similar program to recognize and remember heroes of the Korean War.



Another enduring program that was implemented during Maj. Gen. Honoré’s tenure is the Tae Kwon Do program. The purpose of the TKD program is two-fold. First, it provides the soldiers of the Second Infantry Division the chance to improve themselves by instilling a sense of confidence, competence and discipline. More importantly it introduces all soldiers of the division to a culturally important aspect of our ROK allies.


Though one leadership era will end and another will begin with the 2nd Inf. Div. change of command ceremony July 19, the division will continue to be a vital part of the ROK-U.S. alliance and the community its soldiers live and train in, side-by-side, Katchi Kapshida.
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