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Standing strong … together: 17th Aviation Brigade supports Combined Aviation Force in Korea

By Sgt. Russell C. Bassett


There are many great things about being a U.S. soldier stationed in Korea. Not least among them is the opportunity to work with Republic of Korea soldiers. One unit here in Korea gets that opportunity on a regular basis. 


The 17th Aviation Brigade is part of the Korean/U.S. Combined Aviation Force, and Monday the unit was invited to the CAF’s commanding general change of command ceremony in Icheon, south of Seoul.


The event marked the first time a major U.S. Army unit has participated in a ROK Army change of command. 


“This is an honor for us to participate in this,” said 17th Aviation’s command sergeant. major, Daniel F. Creed. “It strengthens our bond and friendship.”


Col. Anne Macdonald, commander, 17th Aviation Brigade, agreed. “I thought it was a tremendous opportunity to show our commitment to U.S./ROK alliance,” she said. “We wanted to show our support of the team; that we are there and that they can count on us.”


The 17th Aviation Brigade soldiers are no strangers to working with their ROK counterparts. The unit participates in training and activities with ROK CAF units on a regular basis. 


According to Creed, the unit works hand and hand with the ROK Army during several exercises, including simulated battles, air-assault training and pathfinder training. 


17th Aviation not only works hard with their ROK counterparts, but also plays hard.


“They have been gracious in including us, not only in exercises, but also in sports days, dinners and different functions,” said Macdonald.



The unit’s soldiers seem to really enjoy the relationship.


“We work with the ROK pathfinders,” said Sgt. George J. Bruce, pathfinder team leader. “The ROK soldiers I have worked with were pretty outstanding. They have a dedicated work ethic and are very eager to learn about their jobs and soldiering.”


“(During exercises) we work as partners with the ROK communications guys,” said Spc. Keith R. Pervine, communications specialist. “There is a ROK lieutenant and three enlisted that work with us, and we all work together to make sure that commo is 

-more-

strait. 


“The ROK soldiers work hard and they know their job well. At times it seems that they are even a little stricter than our Army is. They know their job and work hard to make sure everything is done right,” Pervine added.


Macdonald, who is the first-ever female aviation brigade commander, had nothing but positive things to say about her ROK counterparts. “The ROK officers are great. They are motivated, interested and enthusiastic,” she said. “They are interested in who we are and how we do business and how they can do their business better.”


Creed, who has been in Korea for over five years, speaks highly of the relationship his unit has fostered with the ROK Army. “Whenever we come down here they treat us like gold,” he said. “There is a strong bond and friendship between our units and that’s what makes this Combined Aviation Force such a great force, because it is such a strong team.”


Macdonald agreed with her sergeant major. “It is a total commitment,” she said. “It is a professional relationship and friendship. Because of that friendship they know they can count on us and we can count on them.”
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