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Spreading smiles: U.S soldiers host monthly birthday party for local orphanage children

By Sgt. Russell C. Bassett


Sunday, soldiers from the operations section of the Combat Support Coordination Team #3, United States Forces Korea, conducted a day of fun for a group of local orphans.


The unit hosts a birthday party once a month for students of the Good Samaritan Foster Home in Yongin, Republic of Korea. 

“We normally take them to (an amusement park) or zoo or aquarium for entertainment in the morning,” said Sgt 1st Class Paul R. Pate, operations sergeant and event organizer. “Then we take them to pizza or another dinner place, and present them with gifts. It’s our way of caring for local orphanage children because they don’t have a lot.”


This month, nine of the orphanage’s 80 students had birthdays.


According to Lt. Col. John C. Nordrum, operations chief, the unit has fundraisers to pay for the activities and gifts. “The orphanage teachers put together a list of what the children want. Most of the time it’s makeup sets or clothes,” he said. “We have fundraisers throughout the year to raise money so that we can afford to take them to places and get them nice gifts.”


For the children, the birthday parties are a chance to get out and have some fun.


“They are living at the school, so anytime they can get out, even if it’s only one day a month, it’s great fun for them,” said Nordrum. 


“These children are really regimented; they go to school forever it seems,” said Pate, who has helped out at the orphanage for almost three years. “They tremendously enjoy getting out of there It’s a thrill for them.”


Hong, Youn Ja, an 18-year-old orphan agreed. “(The amusement park) was really fun. I got to break dance, that was my favorite,” she said. “I was going round and round and it made me dizzy. I really liked that.”


The soldiers seemed to get as much out of the day as the kids did.


 “It gives us a chance to have a birthday party with kids,” said Nordrum. “We don’t have that opportunity here because most of our own children are in the States. So it gives us a chance to interact with children and have some fun.”


For the soldiers who organized the party, the rewards were in the children’s smiles.
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“It is a tremendous feeling just to play with kids,” Pate said. “But to help kids out, it’s something you really can’t describe in words, you just have to be there and see the faces. Some of them have told me that their faces hurt the next morning from all the smiles and laughter. If I can achieve that, that’s what life is all about.”


Nordrum agreed with his sergeant. “The light in the children’s eyes when they get a present or something fun to eat; you can’t buy that, you have to just enjoy it,” he said.


The enjoyment and enthusiasm from the kids was very evident throughout the day, but one couldn’t help but sense the event meant more than bringing smiles to the faces of children.


“If we don’t do anything for our community, whether we are in the States or here, then we are not only going to shortchange the community, but shortchange ourselves as well,” said Nordrum. 


Hong, who had last birthday party at the orphanage Sunday, exemplified the operations chief’s remarks.


“I am really thankful for the American soldiers,” she said. “They are very kind and fun. They come to our orphanage often and they are very nice to every one of us. They are good people.” 
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