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September 26, 2002

EIGHTH ARMY SOLDIERS ARRAIGNED IN ARMORED VEHICLE ACCIDENT

Yongsan Garrison, Republic of Korea Sept. 25, 2002 – Eighth United States Army announced today that the two soldiers charged with negligent homicide in the June 13 deaths of two Korean teenage girls were arraigned Tuesday afternoon at Camp Casey.

Sgt. Mark Walker and Sgt. Fernando Nino, both of B Co., 44th Engineer Battalion, Engineer Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division, Eighth U.S. Army, have been charged with two specifications of negligent homicide under Article 134 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice in the deaths of Miss Shim, Mi-Sun and Miss Shin, Hyo-Son.  The two girls were struck and killed by an armored vehicle driven by Walker during a training exercise in the Kyong-gi Province.  Nino was the vehicle commander at the time of the accident.

During the arraignment, counsel on behalf of Walker entered a plea of not guilty.  Counsel representing Nino deferred entering a plea.  

During the arraignment just as in civilian cases, the accused servicemember is informed of the charges against him and offered an opportunity to enter a plea.  A tentative schedule is also set as to when the motions and trial will begin.   

Nino and Walker will be tried before separate courts-martial.  The trial of Nino is tentatively scheduled to convene on November 18.  Walker’s trial is presently scheduled to begin on or about 21 November.

Consistent with U.S. traditions of open and public trials, the families of Miss Shim and Miss Shin and representatives from the Ministry of Justice and the Uijongbu Prosecutor’s Office will be invited to attend the court martial proceedings.  The trial will also be open to the general public subject to seating availability.
The trial schedule is subject to change.  Announcements will be made to inform the public of any changes to the trial dates.
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