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Memorial Service

Camp Eagle, Republic of Korea – Soldiers wearing the traditional cavalry hat and spurs slowly file into the large hangar. At one end on a small stand are two sets of highly shined combat boots, behind them, two rifles, bayonets in the ground with flight helmets perched on the butts. Above this temporary memorial is a large U.S. flag; around it are flowers and another display, crossed sabers and Stetsons with pictures of two fallen comrades. 

First Lt. Dustin Shannon, 23, of Vassar, Mich. is survived by his father Gary Shannon and mother Sandra Walker.

Chief Warrant Officer 3 James Wallenburg, 40, from Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. is survived by his wife, Kil-Nam and daughter Janice.  

Both were both were assigned to B Troop, 1st Squadron, 6th Cavalry Brigade at Camp Eagle.

 They were killed early Thursday morning when their helicopter crashed during a night training mission flying from Camp Page to Camp Eagle. The cause of the accident is under investigation by a team from the U.S. Army Safety Center.

“We are all members of a profession that requires us to be combat ready, every single day,” said Lt. Col. Jerry Egbert, commander, 1st Squadron, 6th Cavalry Brigade. “We also know this is not an easy life we chose to live, its an extremely dangerous profession and people die defending freedom.”

In his remarks, Egbert described seeing UH-60s and A-10s searching from the air, while on the ground, members of 3-6 Cavalry, ROK army troops and members of the Korea National Police joined members of 1-6 Cavalry in their search for the two pilots.

“It was a combined effort indicative of the way we work every day here in the Republic of Korea,” said Egbert.

In an earlier statement, the 8th U.S. Army Commander gave his thanks to the efforts of everyone involved in the search.

“I wish to express my sincere thanks and appreciation to the Korean National Police and the Republic of Korea military for their assistance in locating the aircraft, so these dedicated soldiers can be sent home to their loved ones,” said Zanini.  “The 8th U.S. Army is doing everything possible to assist the family members during this difficult time.”

The respect and affection Egbert had for the two fallen officers was evident in his descriptions of them.

“Two great aviators and officers were tragically taken away from us,” he said.

“He was an absolute professional officer in appearance and performance,” Egbert said about Wallenburg. “He was the type of individual you know you are going to enjoy serving with and being around.”

“Dustin was extremely bright and fun to be around,” said Egbert. “He had the air of a gun pilot. He simply had panache,”

“They gave their lives defending freedom and it is now our responsibility to learn everything we can from their sacrifice,” he said.

The memorial service was attended by a number of distinguished guests including Lt. Gen. Zanini, commander, 8th U.S. Army, Lt. Gen. B.B. Bell, commander, Third Armored Corp and 8th U.S. Army Command Sgt. Major Benjamin Palacios.

The ceremony ends with the last role call. The first sergeant calls the troop to attention and slowly begins calling out the names of its members, the only reply to the final two names is silence. The silence is broken by the sound of seven rifles firing three volleys in unison, and as the echoes drift into the distance, a lone bugler on the tarmac plays taps as the soldiers, friends and family file by the table and pay their respects to their fallen comrades.
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