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8th U.S. Army participates in 1st Soldier/NCO of the Year Competition

By:  Spc. Lynnette M. Jefferson

The 8th U.S. Army soldier and noncommissioned officer of the year participated in the first Army-wide Soldier/NCO of the Year competition that started Sept. 23 at Fort A.P. Hill, Va., and ended with an awards banquet Sept. 27 at Fort Meyer, Va. 


Staff Sgt. Khalida S. Hendricks, counter intelligence agent, Co. B, 102nd Military Intelligence Battalion, and Spc. Kevin M. Murphy, legal specialist, 19th Theater Support Command, represented 8th Army.  


“I feel great. It’s a good feeling to represent Korea here. I’m real happy to meet all of these people. They are the best of the best,” said Murphy. 

“It’s a good idea to have this (competition). It really shows you who can do everything and who cannot,” he said. “So, it’s a good program and I think they should continue it.”


Hendricks says that she felt well prepared going into the competition, since she did a lot of studying. “The regulations and the study guides and things like that,” she said. “Also, doing a lot of PT on my own.”  

She gave credit to the 8th Army NCO Academy for helping her and Murphy train more on Common Task Training, the weapons range, and land navigation. 

Still, Hendricks cannot believe that she was competing for NCO of the Year. 

 “It’s really surprising to me. It’s hard to believe, that it’s me. But, since it is me, it is awesome. I am real happy with it.”

Both Murphy and Hendricks received support from their sponsors, who went to the competition with them. “He trained a lot. I studied with him – book wise – and  supported him anyway he wanted. I think he’s very strong in weapons and land navigation. I know that because he put a lot of time into it,” said Sgt. 1st Class Velda C. Offer, 8th U.S. Army.

“I think he worked hard. I think he distinguished himself, just by making it this far,” she said.  “Just the fact that he is here means that he’s already a winner.  All the soldiers here are winners because they are the best of their MACOM,” she said.

Sgt. 1st Class Karl V. Nagel, battalion NBC NCO, 102nd Military Intelligence Battalion, says that Hendricks did an outstanding job during the competition.  “Staff Sgt.
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Hendricks has put a lot of personal time into preparing for the competition,” he said.  

“Even though she did not win the competition, I feel that she represented 8th Army well and to the best of her ability,” he said. “Her strengths would have to be the APFT and the board.  I was very proud of her performance at the board.”

Command Sgt. Maj. Benjamin C. Palacios, command sergeant major, 8th U.S. Army, also commented on Hendricks and Murphy representing 8th Army.  “Staff Sgt. Hendricks is one of the sharpest NCOs that I have met and seen. She’s proven that by winning the Korea NCO of the Year,” he said. “Spc. Murphy is also an upcoming, outstanding junior enlisted soldier. Young in the Army, but, I tell you, he wants to do it all. 

“He has a great future in front of him and so does Staff Sgt. Hendricks. Both of them will do great in the Army. It is great for the Army that we have these two great soldiers,”  Palacios said.
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