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September 13, 2002

EIGHTH ARMY SOLDIERS TO FACE COURT MARTIAL IN ARMORED VEHICLE ACCIDENT

YONGSAN GARRISON, Republic of Korea  Sept. 13, 2002 – Eighth United States Army announced today that the two soldiers charged with negligent homicide in the June 13 deaths of two Korean teenage girls will face a U.S. military court martial.

Sgt. Mark Walker and Sgt. Fernando Nino, both of B Co., 44th Engineer Battalion, Engineer Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division, Eighth U.S. Army, were charged with two specifications of negligent homicide under Article 134 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice in the deaths of Miss Shim, Mi-Sun and Miss Shin, Hyo-Son.  The two girls were struck and killed by an armored vehicle driven by Walker during a training exercise in the Kyong-gi Province.  Nino was the vehicle commander at the time of the accident.

The 2nd Infantry Division commander referred the specifications of the charge of negligent homicide to trial by general court martial following his review of the evidence presented at the Article 32 investigation.  The Article 32 investigation is a thorough and impartial investigation by an appointed commissioned officer of all of the evidence available.  No charge or specification may be referred to a court martial for trial until an Article 32 investigation has been conducted.  Defense counsels represented the soldiers during the Article 32 process.

- more -

The court martial date has not been set.  Under the Uniform Code of Military Justice, personnel convicted of these specifications at a general court martial are subject to a maximum penalty of a dishonorable discharge, forfeiture of all pay and allowances, reduction to the lowest enlisted grade, and confinement up to six years.  Adverse administrative actions are also ongoing against other members in the soldiers’ chain of command.  

Consistent with U.S. traditions of open and public trials, the families of Miss Shim and Miss Shin and representatives from the Ministry of Justice and the Uijongbu Prosecutor’s Office will be invited to attend the trial proceedings.  The trial will also be open to the general public subject to seating availability.
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