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August 24, 2002

Apache Found

DAEGU, Republic of Korea – Two U.S. Army pilots from the 6th Cavalry Brigade were killed when their AH-64A Apache helicopter, missing since early Thursday morning, crashed approximately 20 kilometers south of Chunchon.

Dead are 1st Lt. Dustin Shannon, 23, of Vassar, Mich., and Chief Warrant Officer 3 James Wallenburg, 40, from Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. Both were assigned to B Troop, 1st Battalion, 6th Cavalry Brigade.

“On behalf of the entire command, I want to express our deepest sympathies to the families, friends and fellow soldiers of these two brave pilots who lost their lives while training to protect the security of the Republic of Korea,” said Lt. Gen. Daniel R. Zanini, commander, 8th U.S. Army.  “This unfortunate accident reminds us of the significant challenges presented when training in adverse weather over difficult terrain.”

“I also wish to express my sincere thanks and appreciation to the Korean National Police and the Republic of Korea military for their assistance in locating the aircraft, so these dedicated soldiers can be sent home to their loved ones,” said Zanini.  “The 8th U.S. Army is doing everything possible to assist the family members during this difficult time.”  

The exact time and cause of the accident is unknown.  The U.S. Army Safety Center will be conducting an investigation into the cause of this accident.
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