[image: image1.png]8th United States Army
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

Yongsan Army Garrison, Korea
APO, AP 96205-0010

Phone: Seoul 7913-3814/4678/7726
PACIFIC v1CTORe Fax: 7913-3537/4240





Release #05-20020823





August 23, 2002

Army Helicopter Missing
 
DAEGU, Republic of Korea – The 8th U.S. Army is continuing to search for an AH-64A Apache attack helicopter that has been missing since Thursday at 12:25 a.m.

The missing crew consists of 1st Lt. Dustin Shannon, 23, and Chief Warrant Officer 3 James Wallenburg, 40, of B Troop, 1st Battalion, 6th Cavalry Brigade. The families of the pilots have been notified of their status and ongoing search efforts.

“Finding the crew is the first priority,” said Lt. Gen. Daniel R. Zanini, commander, 8th U.S. Army. “We will do everything we can to locate our two soldiers.”

“An equally important priority is taking care of the families of our two soldiers. We stand by them and have them in our prayers in this time of need,” said Zanini.

Ground assets from various 8th Army units in coordination with ROK KNP and military searched throughout the night and will continue searching until we find them. Inclement weather has hampered the air search last night due to heavy rains. The air search will continue as weather permits.

According to its flight plan, the aircraft was scheduled to fly from Camp Page located at Chunchon to Camp Eagle at Wonju.

The search efforts are being concentrated in a 40 by 20 kilometer area between those two locations as well as other locations where we have received possible sighting reports.

Aviation operations are inherently dangerous, however, the Army provides its pilots with the best training and equipment in support of our missions in the Republic of South Korea.  

The U.S. Army does everything possible to protect our pilots as they train and operate in a high operations tempo, as well as the civilian communities we fly over.

The 8th U.S. Army deeply appreciates the continued assistance and support of the Republic of Korea Military and National Police and local communities during this search.

If anyone in the community has any knowledge of the missing aircraft, please contact the Korean National Police or 8th Army Public Affairs Office at 053-470-3126/3034.
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