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BOSS brings riverboat gambling to the Han River

By Sgt. Russell C. Bassett


“Four of a kind,” “double down” and “let it ride” are some of the phrases one might expect to hear in Vegas, on a Mississippi riverboat or perhaps at the Wednesday night poker game. But those who went on the Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers Han River Cruise Saturday got to experience riverboat style gambling in Seoul, South Korea.


According to Dorothy Keasey, recreation programs specialist, 8th Army Moral Welfare and Recreation office, the Korean peninsula BOSS program offers a variety of events for single soldiers.  These events include trips, cruises, contests and fashion shows.


The casino cruise is an annual BOSS event that draws many participants. Even though the event was in Seoul, soldiers were bused in from camps in Tongduchon, Pyongteak, Pusan and Teagu. “The MWR/BOSS rep. in the area coordinates transportation for the soldiers,” she said.


The cruise, which had seventy volunteers helping to ensure things ran smoothly, provided the soldiers with the opportunity to play poker, black jack, roulette and craps. For those who did not want to gamble, the cruise offered card games, chess, checkers and backgammon.


The participants were given $300 worth of chips when they came aboard the boat. At the end of the cruise, they bid on prizes with the money they had accumulated during the cruise. The high-end items included DVD players, VCR players, jewelry and stereos. Other prizes included phone cards, caps and shirts. 


In addition, over a 100 door prizes were given away during the evening, and one lucky winner received two round-trip airplane tickets to the states. The cruise participants were also treated to an elaborate buffet-style dinner.  


The event cost $25 to attend, but, according to Keasey, the event was not designed to be a money making venture. “We do charge a fee which defers some of the cost but certainly doesn’t pay for all of it,” she said. “Eighth Army does support this with funds so it makes it reasonably priced for soldiers to come out and have a good time.” 


Over 200 people attended the cruise and it appeared that they really enjoyed themselves.
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“This is a lot of fun,” said Private Jason P. Kirk, vehicle mechanic, 552nd Military Police Company, “It’s a chance to get off post. I don’t really gamble much, but this is fun because I’m not really loosing any money; if I loose I loose.”

Pfc. Holly M. Fochs, fueler, 2/52 Aviation Regiment agreed with Kirk. “This is the best activity I have done so far in Korea because it is really organized,” she said. “They provide you with transportation and everyone is really nice and the food is great.


“This is a good cultural event because you get to see Seoul from the boat,” Fochs continued. “You can see a lot of the area that you wouldn’t normally get to see when you are on the water.”

BOSS has several upcoming events before the end of the year. According to Keasey, those events include a soldier talent contest on Nov. 2., a trip to Cheja-Do over Veteran’s Day weekend and a playstation/video games competition on Dec. 14. 


According to John E. Lavender, community recreation program manager, 8th Army MWR, it is easy for single soldiers to attend BOSS events. “If you call your local MWR, they will tell you who your BOSS liaison is,” he said. “You can also call your sergeant major; he knows the BOSS numbers.”

The Han River cruise may not have had professional dealers or high stakes, but it did give the single soldiers a chance to get off post and have a good time with their friends. “It was nice to see people that I know and that I work with,” said Fochs. “And everyone seemed to have a really good time.”
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