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8th U.S. Army soldiers support disaster relief efforts in Korea

By:  Spc. Lynnette M. Jefferson


Soldiers from 8th U.S. Army volunteered their time and worked hard Monday helping the communities of Gangneung and Sokcho, Republic of Korea, clean up damage caused by typhoon Rusa.


U.S. Army Troop Command – Korea coordinated the efforts at Gangneung while assistance at Sokcho was coordinated between Republic of Korea Army’s 8th Corps and the 8th U.S. Army’s, 17th Aviation Brigade.

“As we were coming up from Ulchi Focus Lens, we heard what the storm was doing and what it was doing to the community.  Based upon after what we seen, the after fall of what was going on, the unit decided to come out and participate,” said Command Sgt. Maj. Marcus B. Anderson, USATC-K.


The all-volunteer event was not easy, and it was a messy one.  One group of soldiers was responsible for digging racks out of mud that are needed to store food on at a local ice storage facility.  The soldiers worked under the hot sun in muddy conditions caused by the reported 36 inches of rain that fell during the typhoon.
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Jung, So Kang, President of Mi Yang Ice Storage Facility says that at her facility, damages were about $1 million.  

“It’s the first time to have volunteers to help clean up the mess.  I didn’t expect to have U.S. volunteers coming. Anyway, it’s not easy to work in a place where there is mud all over the place. The U.S. soldiers are working without complaining, though it’s not their hometown or own properties. I sincerely thank them for their help,” she said.

Spc. Audra Lindsay-Clovey, administrative specialist, 8th U.S. Army, Corps of Engineers, said she was not expecting that much damage.


  “I heard about it (the volunteer effort) last Thursday.  I thought it would be a great opportunity to help.  I think it taught me that there are other people going through worse things and to be appreciative of what I have,” said Lindsay-Clovey.


Sgt. Robert W. Ludwig, combat medic, 18th Medical Command, says he came to the volunteer effort since medical support was needed.  Ludwig was there in case of any 

injuries, but he still contributed by helping out the rest of the soldiers in the clean-up effort.  


“Hopefully, it lets them know that we really do care about being here, not because we have to,”  he said.


For Sgt. Lee, Dong-Jin, a KATUSA assigned to Eighth U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, it was about giving back to his community.  “There are people suffering.  I thought it would be nice to help,”  Lee said.  “I think there is still a lot to be done.  It’s 

more serious than I thought.”


Sgt. 1st Class Willie J. Miller, AC of S, Engineer Plans NCO, Eighth U.S. Army 
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Corps of Engineers, says that it is all about helping the community.


“We found out last Friday.  It was a great turn out.  Everybody was real motivated 

and had a lot of fun,”  he said.  Miller says that there were a lot of soldiers there and everyone was motivated.  


“It’s all about giving back to the community and everybody had fun doing it,”  Miller said.  


“It was a good effort, something I feel is very important to do,” said Sgt. Maj. Mark Schatte, Eighth U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  “Anytime someone get devastated like they did, we come out and help.” 


 In Sokcho, soldiers of the 17th Aviation Brigade delivered 8,000 pounds of supplies, such as blankets, rice and water using U.S. Army UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters.  They also delivered nearly 5,000 bottles of water to Toksan.  The soldiers are staying at Sokcho Airport to support the disaster relief effort.

“We are here to help the Koreans in any way.  We are a team and as a team we should always take care of each other,” said Spc. Robert Sarborough, crew chief, 1-52nd, 17th Aviation Brigade. “When we step out of the helicopter, we are almost run over by the people.  They are so happy to see us and so thankful we are bringing them supplies.  We are definitely met by smiles of gratitude.”  

“Staying here at Sokcho Airport and sleeping on cots is nothing,” said Spc. Andrew Dale, crew chief, 1-52nd, 17th Aviation Brigade. “When we go out to these villages and see what these people have gone through, losing their homes and belongings.  I am willing to stay out here until everyone has been taken care of.” 
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