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Korean Cultural Tour

By Sgt. Russell C. Bassett


Most U.S. servicemembers stationed in Korea never get to experience a traditional Korean kiln, make their own pottery, or see a live performance of traditional Korean music and dance. But the lucky few who were on board the Combined Forces Command Korean Cultural Tour Friday, got to experience those things and many others courtesy of the Republic of Korea Army.


According to ROKA Maj. Choi, Min Ho of the C1 policy office, these tours are offered four times a year, free of charge, for U. S. servicemembers and their families. Past tours have included trips to Independence Hall, Incheon Landing and the Korean Folk Festival. 


This tour took participants to the 16th annual Incheon Ceramics Festival. The tour departed at noon on Friday, beginning with a leisurely hour and a half drive to the port city of Icheon, west of Seoul. During the drive, the ROKA guides played movies showcasing aspects of Korean culture, which included movies on tae kwon do, traditional Korean dress, Buddhist temples and ancient Korean artifacts.


Those who opted not to watch the videos got to view the Korean countryside, including rice patties and ginseng farms.


At the Ceramics Festival, servicemembers were given tours of the World Ceramics Festival and Ceramic Time Capsule, and shown how Korean pottery is fired in traditional kilns. The tour participants also browsed through the many shops, where local craftsman showcased the trade.


Pfc. Todd S. Manning, administration specialist, HHC, 8th U.S. Army, found the shops particularly appealing. “I really enjoyed going to all the different booths and seeing the local craftsmen,” he said. “What they have done with different types of pottery and artwork was really interesting.”


Another highlight of the tour was the clay experience event. This event allowed the servicemembers to create their own pottery pieces. Pottery makers helped the participants fashion their own creative pieces from lumps of clay.


“Making my own pottery was a lot of fun,” said Spc. Wilmide Dieujuste, administration specialist, HHC, 34th Support Group. “I really enjoyed getting to work with the clay.”
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After the ceramics festival, the tour headed back to Seoul to attend the Chong

Dong Theater. The participants were treated to live Korean traditional music and dance. The production included a Sanjo ensemble, which is music played on traditional Korean instruments like the gayageum (a 12-string zither) and the janggu (hourglass drum). The participants also watched the Hwagwanmu (Flower Dance) and the Tago (a combination of dance and percussion instruments).


The servicemembers seemed to really enjoy the opportunity to experience traditional Korean culture. 

“(The tour) was exciting,” said Capt. Amanda C. Wiese, executive officer, J1 data management. “It gave me a real insight in the Korean culture.”


Manning agreed with Wiese’s assessment of the tour. “It gave me the opportunity to get out and do things that I wouldn’t normally be able to do,” he said. “It is interesting from a cultural aspect. You get to see things that are going on in the country.”


According to Choi, these tours are organized so that servicemembers can understand Korean culture, manners and ways of thinking. “These tours are good for us,” he said. “If you and your friends come on the tours and enjoy very much, it’s our pleasure. If this is helpful in understanding Korean culture than we are very grateful.”
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