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 Jan. 27, 2003

Stop Movement May Affect Soldiers in Korea

In a message released Jan. 23, the Army said that soldiers in units that are designated to support emerging contingencies will not move on normal assignment instructions if their report dates are more than 60 days from the date their unit was alerted or deployed.  So far, none of these units have been designated for these contingencies are in Korea, said Col. Richard P. Mustion, Adjutant General of U.S. Forces Korea and Commander, 8th Personnel Command, 8th U.S. Army.  Involuntary Stop Moves are currently limited to 180 days.

The Army staff is assessing the near and long-term impacts of deployed unit Stop Moves throughout the rest of the Army. They are developing courses of action intended to sustain the "Fight Tonight" readiness of Eighth Army units -- a non-negotiable requirement.  No final decisions have been made concerning Stop Move for soldiers in Korea. We anticipate that the Army staff, together with 8th U.S. Army, will complete a thorough review and decide whether or not to implement a limited Stop Move in Korea in the very near future. “We will provide detailed information to commanders and soldiers on this issue as soon as possible,” said Mustion. 

"We have an enduring commitment with the Republic of Korea to maintain the security of the peninsula and stability in the region, which may require the extension of some soldiers in Korea past their current normal departure date," said Lt. Gen. Charles C. Campbell, commanding general, 8th U.S. Army.

In the event any soldiers are held past their DEROS under Stop Move, they have the option to voluntarily extend for 12 months and take advantage of Overseas Tour Incentive Program (OTEIP) benefits. Enlisted soldiers on one-year tours who extend for one year and enlisted soldiers with command sponsorship or joint domicile on two-year tours who extend for two years are considered to be on an “in-place consecutive overseas tour,” or IPCOT, and may choose any of four options.  Enlisted soldiers with command sponsorship or joint domicile on two-year tours who extend for one year may choose between option #2, #3, or #4.  The options:

1. Free round-trip airplane transportation to their home of record (IPCOT only).
2. Thirty days of non-chargeable leave.
3. Free round-trip airplane transportation to the nearest aerial port of debarkation (Los Angeles, San Francisco, or Seattle) and 15 days non-chargeable leave.
4. $2000 to be received in the first month of the extension. 

Soldiers in the Home Base Advanced Assignment Program (HAAP) will have the option of keeping that assignment or deleting it and working other options.


"We will continue to provide information as it becomes available in order to keep our soldiers informed and mitigate inconveniences that a Stop Movement may cause them and their families," said Campbell.

