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MI battalion wins DA-level maintenance award

By Sgt. Russell C. Bassett

CAMP HUMPHRIES, Republic of Korea – The 527th Military Intelligence battalion won the 2002 Army Award for Maintenance Excellence.
The AAME, a Department of the Army-level award, is designed to honor units that showcase maintenance excellence on a daily basis. 

According to Warrant Officer Joseph E. Pickerd, officer in charge of the 527th’s Electronic Maintenance Branch, winning the award was a team effort.

“The AAME program, as extensive as it is, falls on the shoulder of every soldier in the battalion,” he said. “It’s the day-in and day-out attention to detail of the soldiers and their efforts that won us this award.”

To win the award, the unit had to submit a book that explained the unit’s mission, maintenance plan, and programs. In February, evaluators from the AAME program inspected the unit.

Maj. Barry Graham, the battalion’s executive officer, said the evaluators looked at the full spectrum of the 527th’s maintenance program.

“The award runs the spectrum of maintenance, from the M-16s, to the NBC gear, to the communications equipment, to our computers, which is a large portion or our equipment,” he said. 

527th won the award in the large Table of Distribution and Allowances or service support category – one of six unit size and type categories of the award. The unit does have a motor pool and weapons, but most of its equipment is actually signals intelligence collection equipment, computers and electronics. 

Spc. Shane Rackley, an electronics technician, who daily works to ensure the battalion’s complex equipment is functioning properly, said the award comes from the command’s involvement.

“The mission is really important here, so if maintenance is slacking then the mission is slacking,” he said. “With our current command, from the brigade commander on down, there is a big emphasis on maintaining the mission.”

Pickerd agreed with his soldier.

“We are fortunate here to have a great chain of command that is very supportive of the maintenance effort and understand the importance of maintenance readiness,” he said. 

This is the tenth time the 527th has won this award, more than any other unit in the Army.  

