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JSA chaplain receives Distinguished Service Award from the Military Chaplain’s Association

By: Spc. Lynnette M. Jefferson

A chaplain from the Joint Security Area (JSA) received the Distinguished Service Award May 1 from the Military Chaplains Association (MCA) during the institute’s annual conference in New Orleans, La.

Capt. Michael R Curtis, chaplain, HHC, United Nations Command Security Battalion (UNCSB)-JSA received the award. 

“I was quite humbled. I was amazed,” said Curtis. “It is definitely an honor to receive this award and be nominated. Not only from Korea, but also across the Army.”

The MCA Distinguished Service Award is given annually to one chaplain from each service. Each chaplain is chosen from their respective service’s chief of chaplains to receive the award for contributing excellence to the chaplaincy.

Curtis spoke at the conference as to how he encourages free exercise of religion within the unit and how he oversees it.

“The JSA is a unique unit because unlike most units in the Army, 20-percent of the soldiers here are Buddhist. So I have had to think about that quite a bit,” Curtis said.  “It is my job to make sure that soldiers can exercise their religion and can go to church.”

In order to achieve this, Curtis said that he has instituted programs, such as designating a soldier for each religious group. 

“My job is to make sure that it happens and that there are no problems as they do that,” he said. “I need to know the religious needs of the soldiers and make sure they get the things they need. This program helps me to achieve that.”

 Curtis also mentioned that they coordinate with civilian pastors and the Korean Army Chaplains help out as well. 


Another program that Curtis initiated while at the JSA was several volunteer projects for soldiers.

“In particular, we work with a local orphanage and teach English at a local high school. We tutor the kids and bring them up for different events, both educational and fun,” said Curtis.


In addition, Curtis instituted deployment, separation and reunion training for not only soldiers, but their families as well.

“It is difficult to do for the families, since I am not present. The families are spread across the United States,” Curtis said. “We send them a family separation packet and a welcome letter from the battalion commander. We try and keep in touch with the families in various ways.”

Curtis stressed that it was important for him to build a spiritual condition within the battalion. 

“It helps soldiers to realize that it is important to be involved with something bigger than themselves. It is important for them to go to church,” he said. “It is important for them to know who God is and how that relates to their lives.”

 
The MCA is a professional organization for active duty, reserve, guard, retired or former chaplains of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Department of Veterans Affairs and Civil Air Patrol. 
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