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May 8, 2003

Korean good neighbors recognized with first-ever award

By Sgt. Russell C. Bassett

YONGSAN GARRISON, Republic of Korea - Winners of the first-ever United States Forces Korea Good Neighbor Award were honored Wednesday in a recognition ceremony at Dragon Hill Lodge.


According to Gen. Leon LaPorte, commander, UNC/CFC/USFK, and the architect of USFK’s Good Neighbor Program, the award was established to honor and recognize Korean citizens and organizations who have generously given their time and efforts to support activities that foster good will, mutual respect and better understand between the two nations.


“We gather to honor and to also celebrate a friendship that has existed for over 50 years,” he told the ceremony’ attendees. “The people we are honoring (with the Good Neighbor Award) represent why the friendship between the Republic of Korea and the United States has persisted for over five decades.”


LaPorte went on to say that the five awardees enhanced the quality of life for both U.S. servicemembers and Korean citizens.


“Through there proactive actions they demonstrate all that is good in our common community,” he said. “We thank them for richly supporting the time honored institutions of friends, neighbors and allies.”


Twenty organizations and individuals were nominated by the various commands within USFK, and five were chosen to represent all Koreans who hope to see the ROK/U.S. alliance remain strong.


Dr. Ahn, Byung Hyup and Mrs. Sohn, Yong Ok of Taegu jointly received the Good Neighbor Award for serving the ROK/U.S. alliance for nearly 30 years. 


“(Dr Ahn and Mrs. Sohn) steadfast commitment to supporting the betterment of humanity through cultural understanding programs is a testament to their compassion and caring,” said Maj. Gen Jeanette Edmunds, commander, 19th Theater Support Command. “They have enriched the lives of countless soldiers and family members throughout the years.”


Mr. Choi, Sun Sik, vice-governor of Northern Kyonggi Province received the award for his support of the 2nd Infantry Division.


“Mr. Choi is a great partner in developing constructive solutions for community problems between the local community and the 2nd Infantry Division,” said Maj. Gen John Wood, commander, 2nd Inf. Div. “He was a trusted advisor for me as a commander when I was seeking to build new relations with communities to solve tough force-protection problems or see issues from the Korean perspective.”


Mr. Oh, Kap Dong, president, Korean American Relations Enterprise, received the award for leading the development and expansion of his organization’s goodwill programs.


“Mr. Oh’s has contributions have created wonderful memories for our servicemembers,” said LaPorte. “They remember the super bowl and the world cup parties and all the other celebrations he has sponsored.”


Mr. Yi, Kyong Chu, chairman of the Songtan Chamber of Commerce and chairman of the Songtan Merchant’s Association, received the award for furthering mutual respect and understanding in the Osan area. 


“Mr. Yi’s personal effort has greatly improved the relationship between the Osan community and the servicemembers,” said LaPorte. “His actions go beyond the normal call of civic duty as he devotes his heart to strengthening our alliance.”


The evening’s final recipient of the Good Neighbor Award was the Korean National Police Agency for its commitment to maintain peace and order throughout the peninsula and for its protection of USFK instillations. Receiving the award for the KNPA was Commissioner General Choi, Key Moon.


“The KNPA, under the direction of Commissioner General Choi, Key Moon, demonstrated their professionalism under extremely demanding circumstances this past year by allowing individuals the freedom to express their opinions while protecting U.S. installations,” said Col. Peter M. Champagne, USFK provost marshal. “(The Good Neighbor Award) is just a small token of our appreciation and gratitude, especially for all those young KNP officers who stand watch around USFK installations every day.”


This award was just one aspect of the many activities that servicemembers and Koreans are participating in as part of the Good Neighbor Program, which began in January. LaPorte has also designated May as Good Neighbor Month.


“Through our Good Neighbor Programs that have sprouted across the peninsula, we are enhancing what is already a great and formidable friendship,” LaPorte told the crowd who gathered for the ceremony. “This year marks the beginning of another great 50-year friendship with our Korean friends and neighbors, and tonight we begin a new volume in the writing of the history our friendship. We mark a new day together, we begin a new adventure together and we lean into a new horizon together.”

