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May 6, 2003

KATUSA leaders honored during Friendship Week
By Sgt. Russell C. Bassett

YONGSAN GARRISON, Republic of Korea - Korean Augmentees to the United States Army were honored today with a leadership award in the opening ceremony of Eighth Army’s KATUSA/U.S. Friendship Week.


Gen. Paik, Sun Yup (retired), the foremost Republic of Korea general during the Korean War and the first ROK four-star general, presented the first-ever Leadership Award, which was named in his honor, to eight KATUSA noncommissioned officers in a ceremony which opened the week long celebration of the KATUSA/U.S. soldier relationship. 


In his speech, Paik told the crowd of close to 1,000 soldiers and their families that 43,000 KATUSAs participated in the Korean War and over 8,000 lost their lives in the conflict. Paik also said that the KATUSA/U.S. soldier relationship is a major symbol of the strong ROK/U.S. alliance.


“Since their foundation, KATUSAs have been a bridge between the Republic of Korea and the United States,” he said. “I am assured that we can understand each other better and our mission to secure national security of the Republic of Korea can be refreshed through KATUSA and U.S. soldiers’ Friendship Week events. This opportunity will also strengthen our unity between the two countries.” 


Lt. Gen. Charles Campbell, commander, Eighth U.S. Army, also spoke at the ceremony, and he praised the KATUSAs for their contributions to Eighth Army’s mission.


“The KATUSA soldier program augments the 8th U.S. Army with ROK Army, highly capable, highly intelligent and highly spirited soldiers, and thusly, increases the ROK/U.S. combined defense capability on the peninsula,” he said. 


“Don’t ever wonder if you are appreciated – because you are,” he told the many KATUSAs gathered for the event. “The combined defense team would not be able to conduct our mission without you.”


Paik and Campbell said that the awardees of the Gen. Paik Leadership Award have demonstrated outstanding performance and inherent leadership abilities while serving as KATUSAs.


The eight distinguished winners of the award were Sgt. Park, Chang of 1/43rd Air Defense Artillery; Sgt. Park, Tae Hyun or 4th Quartermaster; Cpl. Jo, Jung Ho of 305th Quartermaster; Cpl. Im, Keun of 17th Ordnance; Cpl. Lee, Kuk Hyung of 348th Quartermaster; Cpl. Choi, Byung Jun of 6th Calvary; Cpl. Im, Soo Bong of 19th TSC; and Sgt. Han, Yoo Don of 501st CSG.


Today’s opening ceremonies marked the beginning of a week of KATUSA/U.S. friendship events. The celebration includes presentations, sports events, dinners and open houses. The week is designed to show Eighth Army’s appreciation for the service rendered by the Korean Augmentees to the United States Army.


“The KATUSA soldier is the epitome of stability on this peninsula,” said Campbell. “I truly appreciate the great service they perform with us as a combined team member.”
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