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U.S. students experience Korean culture

By: Spc. Lynnette M. Jefferson


As servicemembers perform their daily duties on the Korean peninsula, they also spend their time contributing to the Korean community by participating in several programs.


Project Bridge, a program sponsored by The Korea Society, affords high school students from the U.S. the opportunity to experience Korean culture.

 
USFK provided an escort for this program when a group of students from Los Angeles and New York experienced Korean culture April 18 to April 28.

Senior Airmen Todd M. McGinnis, personnel specialist, USFK Policy and Programs Branch was the tour guide.

“We have provided support for the Project Bridge program by giving briefings to the students and telling them what our mission here in Korea is,” said McGinnis. “This helps them to learn more about the history between the two countries.”


Students were able to visit a variety of places on the Korean peninsula. Places the students visited were the Hoam Art Museum, a Korean folk village, Chongdong Theatre, Kyongbukgung, Itaewon and Namdaemun. Other parts of the tour included visiting the Korean War Museum, the Joint Security Area, Hyundai Motor Company, Kyongju City, Haja Center, the National Assembly, and Insadong.


The students were also able to visit two high schools and one university. In order to experience how Koreans live, they were also able to go home with a student. They also toured Haja Center, National Assembly, watched cooking demonstrations, toured Insadong, a performance at Chongdong Theatre.

Andrea M. Chang, said the JSA was her favorite part of the tour so far. 

“It made me realize that I was fortunate. You don’t realize the division of North & South Korea when you read about it in books. When you get there, you realize some families have not seen each other for 50 years.”

Chang said that her time in Korea has been an experience. 

“I love it. I am really enjoying the sights and tours here. We are taken care of here and we have the best food. I enjoyed the traditional Korean food that we tried,” Chang said.  

Chang said the home stay seemed to be on the top of all of the student’s interests. 

“I think everyone was excited about the home stay. It is a great opportunity to go into the homes of Korean families and get to see their daily lives. I think it is great to be able to see the difference between their schools and our schools. Also, not that many people get the chance to travel overseas. I am also trying to learn some of the language while I am here.”

Fitzgerard A. Restituyo said he feels fortunate to be able to come to Korea.

“It’s been really great. I would have never been here without this program. I got to try a variety of Korean foods, like kimchi,” Restituyo said. “I am excited about the home stay. I want to know about the family and their daily lives. I find that interesting. The impression I get so far is that people here are very family oriented.”


Korean teens are especially an interest to Restituyo. 

“I want to know if teenagers are like American teens,” he said. “I want to see the differences between the two cultures.”

Nhi N. Ma said that the trip to Korea has been great. The people here are really nice. Since I am from New York, I liked to compare Seoul to New York. It seems as big as New York. I also liked the folk village was great to see how Koreans used to live.” 

 
Ma said this is his first time traveling. 

“I think Seoul is great and is similar to New York City, although it is more homogenous, rather than diverse like New York. I think the people are great here,” said Ma. “It is a really good experience. I saw a lot of past history in contrast to how it is now. It gives you an idea of how people lived their lives back then.”

Ma said that the differences between north and south because of the boundaries. 

“It is not a physical barrier, but just a line. It is hard to see a barrier. It seems so easy for someone to walk across, but you cannot,” said Ma. “I hope the family gets to know who I am and what I am about. I want to learn about the Korean’s traditions and values. I am having a really great time. I am looking forward to seeing the temples.”

Project Bridge is an intercultural program created to build relationships and promote mutual understanding among Americans. The program is meant to foster greater sensitivity and respect for ethnic and cultural differences in American life by exploring new ideas, perspectives and cross-cultural experiences. 
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