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Nov. 20, 2002

EIGHTH ARMY SOLDIER ACQUITTED OF NEGLIGENT HOMICIDE 

Camp Casey, Republic of Korea, Nov. 20, 2002 - Sgt. Fernando Nino, B Co., 44th Engineer Battalion, Engineer Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division, Eighth U.S. Army, has been found not guilty of criminal misconduct in the traffic deaths of Miss Shim, Mi-Sun and Miss Shin, Hyo-Son.   The military court-martial concluded today at Camp Casey after a three-day trial during which 11 witnesses testified under oath for the government and defense concerning the facts of the case  

Lt. Gen. Charles C. Campbell, Commander, Eighth U.S. Army said that, “after considering all of the evidence, the members of the court-martial determined that the girls’ deaths were accidental and not due to any criminal misconduct on the part of Sgt. Nino. Campbell requested that the public respect the verdict and urged the public to remember that the decision of the court members was based on a thorough review of all the evidence.”  The court-martial members who decided the case are prohibited by law from disclosing their deliberations, opinion, or vote in the Campbell said, “From the initial joint investigations conducted with the Korean Police and prosecutors after the accident through the conclusion of the court-martial, the American military justice system has been open to the Korean public and has fully and fairly considered the evidence in reaching a verdict.  It is a system that guarantees fair and open proceedings and considers an accused innocent unless proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.”

Campbell expressed his deep regrets for the death of the girls and apologized to the girls’ families for the tragic accident.  He said, “Nothing that we can say nor any amount of compensation can ever heal the loss of the girls.  We once again apologize for the grief and sorrow we’ve caused the Shim and Shin families.   In addition to the many significant changes we have made to our safety procedures to prevent this type of accident from ever occurring again, adverse administrative actions were taken against members of Nino’s chain of command.”
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