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William A. Cohen talks of the Holocaust and Warsaw Ghetto uprising during Days of Remembrance

CAMP RED CLOUD -- A distinguished soldier and scholar, William A. Cohen, during recalled and spoke to the Area I community about the Holocaust and Warsaw ghetto uprising last week during the Days of Remembrance.

Cohen, who speaks regularly on issues of Jews in the military, is holder of a Ph.D., West Point graduate, former university president, retired U.S. Air Force Reserve Maj. Gen., author of numerous books published in many languages, a many times decorated soldier, and presently distinguished graduate in residence at the Industrial College of the Armed Forces, Fort McNair, Washington, D.C.

Cohen recalled for his audience the Sept. 1939 German invasion of Poland and resultant oppression of Poland’s Jewish community.  “With German occupation,” Cohen said, “Jews became no longer allowed to practice professions, were obliged to wear the Star of David, and, while permitted to walk in the streets, they were forbidden to walk on sidewalks.  Such inhumanities were imposed on Jews simply and only because they were Jews.   A disobedient Jew faced immediate execution.”

-more-

“Barely one year after the German occupation of Poland,” Cohen continued, “all Jews were confined to the ghetto, and within one year as many as 90,000 died of starvation.  At the time of the ghetto confinement Jews comprised 30-40 percent of Warsaw’s population, yet were crowded into a space within Warsaw totaling but 2.4 percent of the city’s entire landmass.”

He recalled the nobility and bravery of Jews who mounted the 1943 Warsaw ghetto uprising against German oppression.  “Militarily” he said, “Jewish resistance fighters were untrained and unarmed. They were starved, and, having endured two years of confinement and persecution, was sick. In contrast, the Germans were superbly trained and armed.”

Cohen noted valor among resistance fighters, who, though they knew they had no hope, chose death with dignity over oppression.  While all of Poland fell to the German army in 18 days of the German invasion, 43 days were required of the German Army, arguably the world’s strongest at the time, to put down the Jewish resistance.

“There are lessons to be learned here, he said.  “Lessons include ‘you are always your brother’s keeper.’ You personally always can make a difference, and, even if you are not religious, spiritual values that direct you to do the right thing will always help you.”

In concluding remarks, he said, “We memorialize and honor those who valiantly fought to become free from oppression and celebrate what we can learn from them.  Their spirit lives on in people who fight to be free today.”

Following his presentation, Maj. Gen. John R. Wood, 2nd Infantry Division commander, awarded Cohen a medallion.  Your message remains important to all of us,” Wood said.  “Equally important and not to be overlooked is we gather here today to recognize and honor your distinguished career of dedicated service to our country.”

-more-
The event was drawn to conclusion with a prayer offered by Chaplain. (Capt.) Rabbi Ira S. Ehrenpreis.  The prayer spoke of eternity of the soul.  Its text read, “The soul comes into this world pure and returns to the natural repose in heaven excellent with God.”

-30-
Cutlines
0004:  William A. Cohen and Maj. Gen. John R. Wood, 2nd Infantry Division, talk about the Holocaust and the Warsaw ghetto uprising during lunch at Camp Red Cloud Mitchell’s Club.
0010:  2nd Infantry Commander Maj. Gen. John R. Wood presents a medallion to Cohen in thanks for his presentation. and in recognition of Cohen’s career of distinguished service to America. 
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