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OLD BECOMES NEW AGAIN


CAMP CASEY – People from Area I here recently transformed a sports billet to a customer-friendly, customer-service oriented hotel over a period of two years.  

During a time when people are asking so much from our armed forces and their families, quality of life issues become more important than ever. According to Toma Rusk, Casey Lodge general manager, these new additions offer two very tangible ways to say 'thank you' to our military personnel, Defense Department civilians, and their families by offering them affordable, quality lodging.


“What started as a $1.8 million building ended up as a $7.2 million project,” Maj. Gen. John R. Wood, 2nd Infantry Division commander said.  “The Casey Lodge is a centerpiece for any community to have a quality facility for incoming and outgoing soldiers, as well as the thousands of Department of Defense personnel.  This is a new milestone for Army lodging, as Camp Casey continues its urban renewal.”


The original contract was awarded in Nov. 1994, with a total square footage of 15,000 feet for a price of $1.8 million.  It was first opened in July 1996 with 26 guest rooms, mostly used to accommodate sports participants, Morale, Welfare and Recreation band members, Department of Defense contractors and individuals on temporary duty status.  


A second contract was awarded to Byuck San Engineering and Construction Co. in June 2001 to add an additional 22,000 square feet for an investment of $5.4 million.  


“These second renovations, the results of which we see today, include 40 additional guest rooms, a renovated lobby and a repair to the roof of the old wing,” Col. Francis Kosich, commander, Corps of Engineers said.  “Having looked inside, this is a class act and rivals any Army lodging facility in the world.”


Casey Lodge’s return to the community is already obvious according to Lt. Col. Scott Levin, Camp Casey garrison commander.  “In fiscal year 2002, the lodge boasted a 94.5 percent occupancy rate,” Levin said.  “So far this fiscal year they have surpassed those figures, and now sport 96 percent, the highest occupancy rate in Army lodging, worldwide.”

Rooms are designed with the permanent change of station traveler in mind; each one having a private bathroom, cable television, videocassette recorder, refrigerator, microwave and coffeepot.  PCS individuals can make reservations six months in advance; all others can make reservations 30 days in advance, based on space available.
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