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AMERICANS AND KOREANS CELEBRATE CHILDREN’S DAY


CAMP RED CLOUD – No matter what culture, children are children.  They like to eat and play, and they are curious about new things.


May 5 soldiers invited 112 Korean children and their parents to visit Camp Red Cloud for a day of new experiences and to celebrate a unique Korean holiday that honors youth: Children’s Day.  


“I invited them to come to celebrate Children’s Day,” said Chaplain. (Maj.) William Barefield, 2nd Infantry Division deputy chaplain.  "It brings honor to the children, and shows them a celebration."


The children and their parents started the day with a tour of the 2nd Infantry Division Museum.  Curator Kim Combs gave an animated performance that was translated to the children.  


During an all-American hamburger lunch at Mitchell's Club, the families dined with soldiers and did their best to communicate.


"It was fun," said Sgt. Edward Moro, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd Infantry Division.  But, it was a little hard to communicate.  I tried to keep them entertained by playing tic-tac-toe and other games that I could come up with.  I talked more with my hands than with words."

The children warmed up to the soldiers quickly, and were fast to try out English phrases they knew.
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"It was great," said Staff Sgt. Ian Dume, B Co., 122nd Signal Battalion.  "The children study English, but don't have a chance to speak to a native speaker.  They had a thousand questions.  What kind of sports do you like?  Do you have a dog?  What's you favorite food?  This will definitely open their eyes.  We have got these walls and these gates and this barbed wire, but this is what builds relationships".  

After lunch, the group headed to the CRC Village Green for soccer, musical chairs, a water balloon toss and a jump in an inflated castle.

"It is fun today," said Han, Su-pin, 12-years old.  "I got to meet foreigners and play many games.  I liked it."

The lion's share of the organization for the event came from Pastor Kim, Su-won from Banghakdong Presbyterian Church.  The CRC Chapel congregation financed the project.  

"It is so impressive for the children," said Pastor Kim.  "They like it very much.  Normally on Children's Day, parents take their children out to a beautiful place, and spend time as a family and the children receive gifts.  Today is unique.  Events like this increase our friendship and relationship between the United States and Korea."

The families are members of churches in the Seoul and Uijongbu areas.  Their participation is a first in Area I, but according to Kim, hopefully it won't be the last.
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