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Nov. 17, 2002

COURT-MARTIAL BEGINS MONDAY

CAMP CASEY, REPUBLIC OF KOREA:  The trials by court-martial of Sgt. Fernando Nino, one of the two soldiers charged with the traffic deaths of Miss Shin and Miss Shim on June 13, is scheduled to commence at 9 a.m., Nov. 18 at Camp Casey. 

In the traditions of the open American civilian and military judicial system, we are maximizing the ability for representatives of the public to see the proceedings.  

During both trials, more than 30 media representatives will observe the trial from either the courtroom or an observation room equipped with closed circuit television.  Korean government officials from the Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade will have representatives in the courtroom.  Two seats have also been reserved for representatives from the Solidarity Network and the Pan National Committee that represent several hundred non-governmental organizations throughout Korea.  Additionally, the Army extended an invitation to the Uijongbu prosecutors’ office to attend the trial.   

In order to respect their privacy, and to allow for complete understanding of the courts-martial, the Shin and Shim families will view the trial from a separate room with a translator and a military lawyer present to explain the trial.  
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