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Korea’s top businessmen show appreciation for U.S. servicemembers stationed in Korea 

By Sgt. Russell C. Bassett


Most of the Korean people appreciate the fact that U.S. forces are in their country. This was exemplified Oct. 8 through Oct. 10, when the Millennium Club showed its appreciation by sending 120 E-5s and E-6s on a tour of Kyongju.


George Kim, chief, community relations division, United States Forces Korea Public Affairs Office, explained what the Millennium Club is. “The Millennium Club consists of 20 very prominent Koreans who are mainly businessmen. They have decided that, among their projects, they would convey appreciation for American servicemembers for their contribution to Korean defense, security and stability,” he said.  


The tour began in Yongsan, Seoul, where the participants boarded four buses and traveled to the Korean Folk Village, also in Seoul. There the servicemembers experienced traditional Korean living. They saw traditional Korean houses, how ginseng and rice is cultivated, and dancers performing traditional Korean dances. 


“The Korean Folk Village was the best,” said Army Sgt. Delia L. Veschi, arms room NCOIC, HHC, 8th U.S. Army. “I got to see traditional dances and music. There was this guy on a high wire, jumping up and down; that was really neat.” 


From the folk village, the troops traveled to the headquarters of Samsung electronics. There they were taken on a tour which showcased Samsung’s history, its rise to prominence in the field of electronics and its future products.


The buses then made the four-hour drive to Kyongju, former home of the ancient Korean dynasty, Shilla, where they were housed in a luxury suite and fed a gourmet diner of Korean and American food.

The next day they visited Sokguram grotto, a giant Buddha built into a cliff, and Bulkuksa Temple, an ancient Buddhist temple. At the temple, the servicemembers watched as thousands of Koreans participated in a Buddhist service. 


According to Army Sgt. Teresa A. Wilson, property book office warehouse NCOIC, HHC, 18th MEDCOM, the grotto and temple helped in understanding Korean beliefs. “I learned a lot of things I didn’t know about Korean faith, like the background of Buddhism,” she said. “I really didn’t know much of anything about Buddhism or how much Koreans believe in it before this tour.”


During the bus rides, a tour guide taught the servicemembers about Korean culture, history and geography, including the influences of Buddhism, Confucianism and Shamanism on the Korean people. 


The buses then made their way to the Kyongju National Museum where they saw hundreds of ancient artifacts from the Shilla dynasty and prehistory. 


“The museum showed a lot of history,” said Army Sgt. William P. May II, radiological technologist, 121st General Hospital. “It presented a lot of things I didn’t know about the Korean culture.”

The tour’s final stop for the day was at Posco Steel Company for a tour of the industry leader’s Pohang facility. The troops saw how pig iron is molded into steel coils and watched a video showcasing Posco’s rise to preeminence in the steel industry.


For Vischi, the steel company tour was a highlight. “I am from Pittsburgh so I am familiar with steel production,” she said. “But I didn’t realize Korea was such a big steel producer. I thought they imported most of it.”


The servicemembers then returned to the hotel for an evening of good food and, for many, a night of experiencing the local nightlife.


On the final day of the tour, the participants traveled to Taegu to visit a Korean War memorial at the Dabudong and Waegwan battles memorial. There, a representative from the Army, Navy and Marines laid a wreath on the Monument of the Loyal Dead, an inscription monument for soldiers who fought at the Dabudong Battle. The participants also perused through the memorial building which houses war records detailing the Korean conflict.


“I was glad that we laid the wreath down to show our appreciation for the people that lost their lives,” said Wilson.


 The buses then made the trip back to Yongsan for a visit of the War Memorial and a dinner with Millennium Club members. The dinner was held at a lush hotel in downtown Seoul. There the participants were treated to an elaborate meal to satisfy even the pickiest of palates.


Attending the meal was nine of the Millennium Club’s founding members, including the CEO’s of Taeyong Industry Corp., Daekyo Co., Fila Korea and Export-Import Bank of Korea. The top three military leaders of the Republic of Korea Army and U.S Army alliance were also in attendance for the dinner.


According to Dr. Choo, Myung-Gun, Millennium Club member and chairman of the board of trustees at Sejong University, the tour was to show that U.S. forces are appreciated in South Korea. “We have heard about the unhappy incidents between American soldiers and Korean people,” he said. “We know that there is a small group of young Koreans who are not happy with American soldiers being here. We are sure that this is not the feeling of the Korean people as a whole, so we wanted to convey our good feelings about the American presence in Korea. That is the main purpose of this tour.” 


The tour participants seemed to get the message. 


“The people here are really nice people,” said Wilson. “In Yongsan we saw some demonstrations and stuff on TV and you start to feel that these people don’t really want us here, but when you get out and see the different parts of Korea on a tour like this, you learn that the people are really nice and appreciative.”


Choo was happy with the tour’s results. “We think this is very successful and we plan to continue this type of statement,” he said. “I think it does convey the Korean people’s true feelings about (the American military) presence here.”

