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 Division Main Command Post heartbeat of Warpath III

 Story by Spc. Ian Boudreau
CAMP RED CLOUD, Republic of Korea –  While the expansive tent network that would eventually hold Warpath III was still empty, a buzz of activity surrounded the area. Teams of soldiers ran cables and set up camouflage netting and concertina wire as antennae emerged around the exercise’s developing Division Main Command Post.

One particularly busy area was the knoll occupied by the 122nd Signal Battalion. The unit’s role in the set up of the operation had them at the Camp Casey site days before the exercise began.

“Everybody relies on signal,” said Capt. Altonio Smith, assistant operations officer for 122nd Signal Bn. “We support the entire division as far as communication is concerned.”

In the background, Sgt. Juan Gonzalez, D Co., 122nd Signal Bn., and Staff Sgt. Preston  Johnson, A Co., 122nd Signal Bn., lifted a line-of-sight antenna skyward, aligning it with another antenna set up in the surrounding mountains.

122nd Signal Bn. was tasked with providing and maintaining the entire communications network for the high-tech Warpath III exercise, including voice, FM, data and video teleconferencing communications, Smith said.

About 21 soldiers were busy with setup at Camp Casey on April 16, and despite the complexities of the signal network, the task was completed in about 12 hours, Smith said.

“The general rules of cover, concealment and accessibility determine how we set up,” Smith said, standing beside the operations tent, located just outside the DMAIN and covered with camouflage netting.

Even though the actual set up process was relatively brief, Smith said that there was more than meets the eye to Signal’s communication network for Warpath III.

“It takes a lot of coordination, preplanning and hard work to get a tactical operations center set up,” Smith said. “The preplanning process starts about a month to a month-and-a-half out, and involves communications rehearsals, back briefs and operations orders. From there we start deploying to the field.”

“They provide all the major communications functionality, aside from the standard radios,” said Sgt. 1st Class Patrick Leonard, operations NCOIC for the 2nd Infantry Division. “They have to establish the entire battlefield communications framework.”

Numerous improvements have been made to the DMAIN for Warpath III, Leonard said, including improved safety and operation of electrical equipment, new interlocking plastic floor tiles and updated command-and-control capabilities.

The DMAIN draws about 300 kilowatts of electrical power, Leonard said.

“My hat’s off to 122nd Signal,” Leonard said, “because without them, all we’d have is a radio, and we’d be struggling.”

Warpath III is a training exercise to prepare the division for the Warfighter exercise, and ran from April 21 – 26. Warfighter will begin May 8.
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