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Change of responsibility
YONGSAN  – Soldiers from the 8th U.S. Army Band and Honor Guard lined Knight Field May 2 for the change of responsibility ceremony welcoming Command Sgt. Maj. Troy J. Welch as he took the reigns from Command Sgt. Maj. Benjamin C. Palacios for the top enlisted position for the United Nations Command, Combined Forces Command, U.S. Forces Korea and 8th U.S. Army.

After serving in the Army for 31 years, Palacios is retiring and will work in Seoul for a private company.

Welch has served in Korea as the command sergeant major for the 23rd Area Support Group and most recently as the command sergeant major for the 19th Theater Support Command.

Gen. Leon J. Laporte, commander, UNC, CFC and USFK, explained during the ceremony the importance of noncommissioned officers, especially command sergeants major, in today’s military.

“Command sergeants major are professional soldiers,” said Laporte. “They hold positions of trust. They command respect of their officers and enlisted men that serve in their ranks. Their status reflects their critical role in ensuring our military is fully prepared to meet all contingencies.”

Laporte went on to share with the audience his assurance that Welch’s heart is that of a soldier and his reputation will lead to his success in his future duties. 

 “Many leaders and subordinates have molded, prodded, kneaded, shaped, licked or glued together all their time, talent, mentorship and knowledge and ‘boom’ here I am,” said Welch. He jokingly said that anyone who knew of his background in food service would understand why he had to add some culinary terminology in his speech.

   “Debbie and I pledge to (peninsula service members) that we will continue to build on the progress that Sgt. Maj. and Mrs. Palacios have left,” he promised.
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 “You follow in the footsteps of some distinguished commander sergeants major here in Korea,” said Laporte. “Based on your accomplishments you will be a great command sergeant major for all of us.”

Welch has served in the 25th Infantry Division, Schofield Barracks, Hawaii; 108th Air Defense Artillery Brigade, Fort Polk, La.; and the 1st Infantry Battalion, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Welch’s awards include the Meritorious Service Medal (two oak leaf clusters), Army Commendation Medal (silver oak leaf cluster), Army Achievement Medal (fourth oak leaf cluster), Good Conduct Medal (seventh award), NCO Development Ribbon (numeral four) and the Overseas Ribbon (numeral three).
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