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Camp George apartments receive new air conditioners

CAMP GEORGE, DAEGU, Republic of Korea (20th ASG), Sept. 26, 2002 -- Mountain View Village apartment residents here received an early Christmas present, although they’re not likely to use the new air conditioning units until next summer.


The project required a contractor to install 199 air conditioners at a cost of $618,000, according to Chuck Youngblood, Daegu housing manager.  The work involved installing a large stand-up air conditioning unit in the living room, a wall-mounted unit in the master bedroom, and an air compressor on the outside wall of each apartment unit.

“It feels cool -- literally,” said Sgt. 1st Class Mark Cuatt, an HHD, 728th Military Police Battalion career counselor.  “The system works great.  It’s a lot cooler and it’s definitely quieter.  It’s nice.  It’s not a distraction anymore.”

In addition, the air compressor’s hot exhaust is now discharged outside of the apartment instead of on the balcony, which will permit occupants to use the areas.

The first step in the project required the Directorate of Public Works to submit a proposal to the Korean National Housing Corporation general manager Kim, Dong-han requesting approval to modify the apartments for the air conditioning units.  The KNHC owns and leases the apartments to the U.S. Army.
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Area IV DPW director Maj. Matthew Orenstein conducted negotiations with the KNHC and the U.S. Forces Korea real estate office to secure approval for the project.  Universal MRO Prime Vendor in Songtan near Osan AB then obtained the air conditioners and subcontractors installed them between Aug. 6 and Sept. 7.

Before the work began, the 10-person Daegu Housing Office staff made telephone calls, rang doorbells, and passed out flyers to inform all residents about the project.  Youngblood said his staff worked 421 additional hours to complete the project.  In addition, a staff member remained on-site 12 hours a day to accompany the subcontractors into each occupant’s home.


“We were well informed about it,” said Maria Fitch, a Mountain View Village resident and spouse of Sgt. Michael Fitch from the 20th Support Group.  “It was a little bit inconvenient, but the work was very good and it was efficient.  It was worthwhile, even with the scheduling and everything.”


“I’m very proud of our staff,” Youngblood said.  “We also appreciate the cooperation and understanding of the occupants to ensure the project was completed in a timely manner.  We’re working hard to make Daegu an assignment of choice.”

The new air conditioners replace the single, living room window-mounted units, some of which date back to 1985.
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Housing and public works will continue to upgrade the apartments.  Youngblood said he expects the final 17 sets of full-house furnishings, which consist of all furniture and major appliances, to be replaced in the apartments by the end of December.  Replacement of full-house furnishing was accomplished incrementally since 1996.

The Daegu DPW is currently drawing up plans to address concerns about the small apartments and lack of storage space.
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