[image: image1.png]



Captain receives Department of the Army leadership award

By Sgt. Sarah Maxwell

A 1st Signal Brigade company commander was named as one of this year’s prestigious Department of the Army Gen. Douglas MacArthur Leadership Award winners.

Capt. Anthony N. Johnson, commander of the 201st Signal Company, 41st Signal Battalion, 1st Signal Brigade headquartered in Seoul, Republic of Korea, was one of the 13 company grade officers and warrant officers selected from the active duty Army. In May he and the other active duty officers will be presented the award in Washington, D.C., along with 14 National Guard and Reserve winners.

The nominees were selected based on their commitment to “duty, honor, country,” the embodiment of what the leadership award stands for.

“Capt. Johnson is a great person and junior leader,” said Lt. Col. Darin Talkington, 41st Sig. Bn. commander.  “In terms of being a complete signal leader he exemplifies    everything; he is caring, innovative, engaged and in touch with his soldiers; he’s mission focused, charismatic … He is the total package.”

As commander of the 201st for 16 months, he oversees the operation and maintenance of the information systems support for more than 25,000 customers in the greater Seoul area.    

Every time someone working for the Army in the area turns on his computer, and their email and internet works, he’s doing his job right, said Talkington. 

But, this wasn’t his first time showcasing his talent as a responsible and great leader.  He was nominated by the 18th Airborne Corps to compete for the MacArthur Award while serving as a signal platoon leader at Fort Bragg. 

A graduate of the Officer’s Candidate School in 1996, Johnson brings to his command a well-rounded 15-year career as an enlisted and commissioned soldier.  He now holds a master’s degree in his favorite hobby, mathematics.

           Described by soldiers at all levels of the organization as a consummate family man and role model, Johnson said he attributes his success as a person and leader to two main things: an optimistic attitude and faith in the Lord.

“If there’s a hill in front of me and if you tell me I can’t go around it; you tell me I can’t go under it; I have to go over it.  If there’s no other choice, then my attitude is always to run toward it …,” he said.

Johnson’s optimistic, caring, can-do attitude is taking him, his wife, and their three sons to the Naval Post Graduate School in Monterey, Cali., this spring for him to pursue his doctorate in mathematics.  He will go on to be a professor of mathematics at the United States Military Academy at West Point. 

“Duty, honor, country: Those three hallowed words reverently dictate what you ought to be, what you can be, what you will be. They are your rallying point to build courage when courage seems to fail, to regain faith when there seems to be little cause for faith, to create hope when hope becomes forlorn.” 

An excerpt from Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s farewell speech given to the Corps of Cadets at West Point May 12, 1962.
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