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 2nd MP Co. and KNPs keep roads safe during Iron ARTEP III

 Story by Sgt. Jon Cupp, 2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs

CAMP RED CLOUD, Republic of Korea –   During large-scale training exercises, the job of making sure roads are safe for both military and civilian traffic can be a major undertaking.  However, with Korean National Police working in cooperation with 2nd Infantry Division military police, the task of keeping roadways safe during force on force exercises was made a little easier.

    Concentrating on safely moving vehicles through traffic checkpoints along the Twin Bridges Training Area during Iron Artep, the 2nd Military Police Company from Camp Casey and KNPs made sure traffic flowed smoothly, said Cpl. Thomas Garrard, a 2nd MP Co. team leader.

    “We have a major role to play in these exercises,” said Garrard.  “We have to make sure that military equipment is in a safe area, working properly and that Korean nationals are safe as they go about their daily lives.  This is because they have to drive through the training area, which connects to major highways, during the (mock) battles to get where they’re going.”

    “We have a lot of heavy military vehicles on these roads and we obviously don’t want any civilian vehicles to be in danger from the tanks or other vehicles, so we escort them,” added Garrard.   “The training soldiers do here is important but not to the point that someone’s life is put in danger.”

   As “mock” force on force battles began, MPs and KNPs stopped traffic along three traffic checkpoints at the east, west and northern sections of the training area.

  Two MP vehicles were stationed at each of the checkpoints.  After holding civilian traffic for 15 minutes, the MPs escorted the civilian traffic through the area.  Soldiers in the escort vehicle radioed ahead to an MP platoon leader who then contacted the Division Tactical Operations Center to let them know that civilian traffic would be moving through the area.

  “15 minutes is a happy medium, because it’s long enough for the soldiers to get into the thick of the battle and it doesn’t hinder civilian traffic too much or back it up to the point to where it gets hazardous outside of the training area,” said 2nd Lt. Jordon Ewers, a 2nd MP Co. platoon leader.  “The battle still goes on with the escorted traffic passing through.  But with an MP vehicle in front, there’s more of a chance that if something does go wrong, the armored MP vehicle will be hit versus a civilian vehicle being damaged.”

    The only civilian vehicles which are allowed to proceed without an escort through the checkpoints during the exercises are milk trucks, food delivery trucks and buses.  When these vehicles drive up to the checkpoint, it is radioed ahead that they are traveling through the area.

    “The reason for this is because in Korea these are vehicles that have set schedules to meet and they can’t afford any delays,” said Cpl. Shae Hone, a 2nd MP Co. team leader.  “We try not to hinder the daily routine of the Koreans.”

    During the exercises, MPs and KNPs also ensured that Army convoys continued to maintain safe operating procedures.

    “We ensure that they maintain the proper speeds and if the convoy is not following the safety guidelines, the convoy commander is stopped and all safety violations are noted,” said Hone.  “We are doing everything we can, however, to make sure those convoys are safe before they roll.  Fortunately, we haven’t had any major problems and we definitely put forth all efforts to make sure all safety avenues are covered.”

   The role of the MPs and KNPs working together was vital to making the checkpoints successful, said Ewers.

   “The KNPs provide a crucial link between us and the Korean civilians because Koreans recognize the authority of the KNPs more quickly than ours and they respond a lot more quickly to their directives,” said Ewers.   “The KNPs help them to understand a little better why we’re here stopping traffic.  We can get them to comply, but the KNPs can get them to do so with less fuss.”

   Korean Augmentations to the United States Army with 2nd Inf. Div. Civil Military Operations made sure MPs could communicate with KNPs and Korean nationals.

   “We help solve problems before there is one,” said Pfc. Kim, Sang Min, a 2nd Inf. Div. Civil Military Operations interpreter.  “It can be difficult because when you block the road, you’re shutting off public roads that people use to go to school, work or shopping.  Some people get very angry, but most are very nice.”

   “We’re helping to prevent any misunderstandings between the MPs, KNPs and the civilians and we help them (the civilians) to know that this is all being done with their safety in mind,” added Kim.

   Although safely containing a heavy flow of traffic during the exercise was a monumental task, both MPs and KNPs said the effort was worthwhile and proceeded without a hitch.

   “It’s been going very well,” said Chon, Jae Hyun of the KNP.  “We’ve enjoyed getting the opportunity to work with U.S. soldiers and help them control the flow of traffic during the exercise.”

   “Everything has worked out great and we’ve had no accidents while the MPs and KNPs were on the job,”

said Ewers.  “Our MPs can handle any type of mission, and the KNPs are very professional and they’re always on the scene at the right place, at the right
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