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 Paladin crews train to fight tonight

 Story by Pfc. Nicole Robus, 2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs

CAMP RED CLOUD, Republic of Korea – Five artillery guntubes pointed down range as their crews awaited firing orders to blast the next round off into the distance at St. Barbara’s range Feb. 20.


Soldiers from 1st Battalion, 15th Field Artillery were certifying crews on their M109A6 Paladins and testing on counter-fire missions, direct support acquisition of enemy fire, smoke mission, fire-for-effect and adjust fire missions. 


“In counter-fire missions, you need to be able to know where the enemy is before they find you. We do this with the support of our radar section. They are a valuable asset to our wartime mission,” said Capt. Thomas Gordon, A Btry. Commander. “The radar 

section along with the observers from 2nd Battalion, 17th Field Artillery and Division Artillery view the impact of the rounds as they strike the earth.”


Before the round reaches the impact area there are a number of steps that take place before the round is loaded in the breech of the Paladin.


The orders for the mission start with the battalion fire support team relaying a mission to the Fire Direction Center for technical processing. The FDC also validates that the mission is safe to continue and then forwards the fire commands to the chief of section for each Paladin. 

Staff Sgt. Michael Morton, chief of section for his crew of four, waited for the go ahead to take his turn to send 155mm projectiles down range. 

After Morton received the order to fire, his crew sent the round down range, with a crashing boom as it made contact with its target. 

Morton and his crew of A Battery, 1st Bn., 15th FA said that live-firing the Paladins is the best part about going out to the field. 
“This training is a good experience for me and my crew because of the realness of it. We are training as we would fight in the event of an attack from North Korea,” said Morton. 

Training and maintenance are a big part of preparing for the field.

“Thursdays during sergeants time training we train on the tasks that would be 

needed out here on the range. Also two weeks ago we did a battalion gunnery where we 

looked at ourselves and practiced the missions that we would complete when came out here to be graded,” said Capt. Dave Pasquale, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 

assistant battalion operations officer. 

“This gives the leadership an assessment on our abilities and accomplishments. We can also see our strengths and weaknesses and train accordingly in the future,” added Pasquale.

Along with the training, the soldiers have to maintain a high level of safety, said Gordon. They also maintain their equipment while in the field.

“Just as we have a doctor on hand to ensure the soldiers stay healthy, we have mechanics on hand to ensure the health of the vehicles. Every vehicle has an operational heating system and we maintain that system,” said Gordon. 
For the safety of the Paladin crews, the leadership makes sure that they wear their helmets, earplugs and are maintain contact with the FDC, said Gordon.
“For safety reasons, we convoyed out to the field site early in the morning as to not interfere with the local traffic,” added Gordon.  “We also have one English speaking road guard and one Korean speaking road guard at intersections that lead to the firing point. That way we do not have vehicles traveling on the roads when we are firing.”

The Paladins crews dropped the gun tubes to a position parallel to the ground as they finished their mission and waited for the next one.

“I just wish that we could send more rounds down range. Sending rounds down range with accuracy is what it is all about,” said Pfc. Jesse Whaley, A Btry., fire direction specialist. 
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