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Blood Brothers: U.S. troops support Korean blood drive

By Sgt. Russell C. Bassett

SEOUL, Republic of Korea -- “I think there are a lot of people right now in the Korean and American communities that would like to improve our relationship,” said Jerry Brenot, programs manager for the United Services Organization. “We are showing that we are all one group of human beings, blood is blood.”


Brenot was referring to the participation of 68 U.S. servicemembers in Friday’s blood drive at Seoul Station, South Korea. 


According to Lee, Mi Kyung, the drive’s head doctor, the event was initiated because there is currently a shortage of blood in Korea.”


“We do a large-scale blood drive like this when we have a shortage of blood,” she said. “We hope that everyone will donate and we are glad the U.S. soldiers came out to give.”


For Command Sgt. Maj. Joseph Terry, J-3 ADA, who helped organize the U.S. military’s involvement, the drive was a way for servicemembers to show they care.


“This was a way of giving something to someone in need, of showing that we want to do our part to support the community and anyone who needs blood,” he said. “We are here to support our friends and neighbors in Korea as well as those in the United States.”


Sgt. Shaheed Salaam, administrative sergeant, J-3 ADA, agreed with his sergeant major. “I think this lets the Koreans know that we respect them and desire closer ties with them,” he said.


According to Brenot, the drive was typical of soldier’s involvement in the community. “We originally asked for 20 volunteers and we had 68 show up,” said Brenot, who organizes several community events a year. “That is the kind of response I get with these type of things. There is really a lot of good will out there.

“Anytime I have an opportunity to put U.S. soldiers and Korean citizens together doing something, I am amazed, they both walk away totally happy,” he continued. 

The Korean Red Cross was certainly happy to receive the blood.

“There is not enough blood right now to meet the need,” said Park, Jung-Gyu, director, Korean Red Cross communications department. “The Red Cross is grateful that the U.S. soldiers supported our blood drive and I think this shows the true feeling of friendship between Korean people and U.S. soldiers.”
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