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Korean university students visit Camp Red Cloud, 2ID museum

Story by Sgt. Jon Cupp, 2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs

CAMP RED CLOUD, Republic of Korea –  Korean university students do not get the opportunity to visit United States military installations every day.   

     Yet the chance for over 80 students from throughout the Korean peninsula to visit Camp Red Cloud came Feb. 14 as the students toured the camp and the 2nd Infantry Division museum during the Experience the DMZ tour sponsored by Kyong gi province.

      “It was a great time to help these students to understand what the mission of the 2nd Inf. Div. soldiers is, what they do, and how the soldiers live in Korea to accomplish their mission,” said Kim, Chong Uk, a 2nd Inf. Div. Korean community relations officer.   “Most of the students have no idea what U.S. soldiers do here so this will help them to have an appreciation for what the soldiers do.”

     “Also, as they visit the museum, it will help the younger generation to learn about the hard times of the Korean War and how the 2nd Inf. Div. sacrificed and played a major role during that time.  It will be the experience of a lifetime for them and a good time for them to learn.”

     The students were given a guided bus tour of the camp and then headed to the 2nd Inf. Div. museum where they received a brief on the division’s mission and afterwards were taken on a tour of the museum’s exhibits.  

     Soldiers who worked the event said meeting Korean university students was an experience they would never forget.   For most of them, it was their first experience meeting Korean students.

    “I enjoyed it ,”  said Staff Sgt. Martin Bright, Civil Military Operations administrative 

NCOIC. “I really think it gave them a better outlook on what we do.  I thought it was 

great because it was a good chance to see them face to face and see how they reacted to being on CRC and their experience seeing the history of the 2nd Infantry Division.  I saw a lot of smiling faces.”

    “Any chance we get to show them how we really are and change any misconceptions they may have about us is great,” said Sgt. Keith Nelson, CMO, operations NCOIC.  “ It’s fun to talk to them one on one  and they are just as curious as us as we are about them.”

    Over the course of the Experience the DMZ tour, the students visited various Republic of Korea Army bases along the DMZ, however, Camp Red Cloud was the only U.S. military stop during their trip.

    After the tour, the students said they had a better understanding of U.S. soldiers as well as a different way of looking at U.S. and Republic of Korea relations.

      “The people were very kind here and I was very impressed,” said Park, Sung-Min from Seoul.  “As a university student, I was afraid to come here, but after this visit, I think the American people like Koreans.”                  

      “Until now I never had the chance to meet with U.S. soldiers,” added Park.  “Sometimes the newspapers only write bad things (about the U.S.).  That’s why I think you need to have more of these opportunities for university students because the U.S. Army needs to help Koreans better understand their (U.S.) culture and the efforts of the soldiers here.”

      “I didn’t have any idea about the 2nd Inf. Div. before I came here,”  said Kwon, Jun-Ho from Pusan. “ I now understand how Korea and the U.S. work together as allies and it’s really great to be here meeting some of the soldiers.”

      According to Master Sgt. Robert Lucero, CMO NCOIC, the 2nd Inf. Div. plans to host more Korean college students during 2003.   

      “One of the purposes of this visit was to pave the way for other college students to come and  see the same things and take the same tour that these students experienced.”
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