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Korean Veterans Association Honors US Servicemember

DAEGU, Republic of Korea – Col. Kevin Smith, commander Materiel Support Center-Korea, of the 19th Theater Support Command, was awarded the Certificate of Grand Meritorious Service from the Korean Veterans Association at Daegu Park Hotel, Feb. 24th.  

More than 300 people were present to celebrate the prestigious award to Smith, to include former recipients of awards from the Korean Veterans Association. 
“This is a fantastic association to be recognized by,” said Smith.  “The Korean Veterans Association is truly a member of a group that understands the importance of the ROK-U.S. alliance. They understand the bi-lateral commitment our two nations have made to keep this peninsula safe in a democratic way and a way of life which is free of fear.”

The KorVA was founded in 1952 at Busan, and with more than 650,000 members around the world, has been the foundation for moral support to veterans who have fought for their nation. They have succeeded in raising charity funds to construct rehabilitation centers as well as support the spirit of defending the Republic of Korea. 


The ceremony focused on the importance of the ROK-U.S. alliance. Members of the KVA spoke about their opposition to the North Korean nuclear program and the importance of USFK’s presence on the Korean peninsula.  The KVA also proclaimed that nuclear weapons on the peninsula would hurt the reunifications efforts. 


Smith was the first U.S. soldier to receive the Certificate of Grand Meritorious Service medal, one of the most prestigious medals of the KVA. 


“I believe I received this award because the people believe I have done some above and beyond things to try to foster the ROK-U.S. alliance. We have programs that bring people to Camp Carroll and give them a mission brief/tour, as well as senior leader staff rides, have helped get Camp Carroll’s mission out into the public viewpoint. I have tried my best to let the citizens of Korea understand what we do here for USFK and our community as well,” said Smith    


“Last year we conducted a joint ROK-U.S. celebration June 25th.  The KVA was warmly welcomed at Camp Carroll, and we wanted to show our appreciation for everything Col. Smith has done for the ROK-U.S. alliance. On his remaining tour in Korea, I wish him good health and understand that the KVA and the Korean People support the ROK-U.S. alliance ultimately,” said Moon Joong Wan, president of the Korean Veterans Association, Kyung-buk Chapter. 
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